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Toe ¥ T FREEDOM SHALL NOT 


Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Amendment II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 


Amendment TTI. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 


quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Amendment I vy, The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable 
searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 


Amendment V. No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 
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life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. tn all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Amendment VII. In suits at common law, where the 
vatue in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Amendment VI TT. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Amendment X. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 
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JUSTICE 


Bringing Justness to Justice 

by Michael Tennant — Millions of Americans are incarcerated or 
on parole or probation, a large percentage of whom didn’t commit 
violence. America should reconsider its criminal penalties. 


This Little Light of Hers 

by Michael Tennant — If a parent goes to prison, chances are very 
good the prisoner's children will follow in his footsteps. This school 
for the children of incarcerated parents is trying to change that. 


POLITICS 
Alt-Right & Agents Provocateurs 


by William F Jasper — Since government and media cannot credibly 
call conservatives racists without some evidence of wrongdoing, left- 
wingers are gathering real racists to commit vile acts. 


BOOK REVIEW 


University President 

Challenges Political Correctness 

by Steve Byas — Dr. Everett Piper, president of Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, rebuked students for whining about having their ethics 
and beliefs tested. This book expands upon the theme. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 
Slavery: The Deep History of the Great Evil 


by Dennis Bebreandt — Modern observers single out America as 
being responsible for the great evil of slavery. But, put in full historical 
context, the great achievement of the Founders is the first real bulwark 
against one of civilization’s darkest and most pervasive evils. 


THE LAST WORD 
The Need for God 
by William F. Jasper 
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Communist Clenching 


The kneel or not-to-kneel controversy 
continues. What is frightening is the in- 
creasing use of the “clenched fist” as a 
statement. Recall Lee Harvey Oswald’s 
arrest after he assassinated Kennedy. Os- 
wald was a dedicated communist agent 
who proudly clenched his fist at Dallas 
in 1963. During the Spanish Civil War in 
1939, Russian and Spanish Communists 
gave this salute, also raising sickles to 
complete their communist identifications. 

The clenched fist was used by Karl 
Marx, Fidel Castro, Che Guevara, Nikita 
Khrushchev, Tom Hayden (“We are all 
Vietcong!”), and Chinese Communists, as 
well as Marxist agitator Jesse Jackson. 

At the Berkeley “Free Speech” move- 
ment, the clenched fist was everywhere, as 
it was during the “Yippie” riots in Chicago 
in August 1968. 

And now it is gaining strength as a 
mainstream revolutionary tool, even by 
schoolchildren who are duped into it by 
those on the Left who seek to overthrow 
our representative form of government. 

What’s next? 

LAURETTE ELSBERRY 
Sacramento, California 


It’s Capitalism, Stupid! 

How is it that a bunch of guys, 75 per- 
cent of whom are black or minority, seem 
to think they have a right to insult the 
American flag just because they are paid 
millions of dollars to chase an inflated pig- 
skin around in their “tighty-whities”? The 
reason they get to do this is the republic 
they live in, and the capitalism they seem 
to be criticizing. 

Many of us who still rightfully feel some 
patriotism for our country, no matter its 
faults, are significantly offended. Should 
this continue, I will be discarding any sports 
paraphernalia I may have, and will no lon- 
ger be buying any game tickets. Do you 
think I will be alone? I seriously doubt it. 

WILLIAM F. HINESER, DPM 
Arvada, Colorado 


Columbus Was Christian 


While I found the article by Selwyn Duke 
on Columbus (“Killing Columbus,” Oc- 
tober 9 issue) to be interesting, it did not 
paint the complete true picture of the 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


pious nature of Christopher Columbus’ 
character. Based on his own writings, as 
well as those who knew him, Columbus 
was an extremely religious man, com- 
pletely devoted to God. His main desire 
was to spread the Catholic faith to the 
New World, and his desire to accumulate 
wealth was not a selfish one. If you study 
his writings, you will see that his desire 
for riches was to help fund the effort to 
reclaim the Holy Land from the Muslims. 
The accusations of adultery do not seem 
likely, owing to his great devotion to God 
and the Blessed Mother. 
STACY CHARRETTE 
Sent via e-mail 


Did Russians Buy Election? 


Where would we be if we did not wake 
up every few days to read yet another 
manufactured story on how the 2016 elec- 
tion was snatched from Hillary Clinton’s 
grasp by a measly $100,000 in Internet ads 
placed over a three-year period? 

What was the content of these ads? Un- 
known. Who actually paid for these ads? 
Unknown. From where in the world were 
these ads placed? Unknown again. 

Does not all of this reek of a hoax, or 
even a conspiracy, to sell more newspa- 
pers? Or is this another gambit to establish 
government control of Internet content? 

RUSSELL W. HAAS 
Golden, Colorado 


Can’t Catch Me 


In the October 23 issue of THE NEW AMER- 
ICAN, there is a picture on page 22 with 
the caption, “This, of course, is a viola- 
tion of the right to a speedy and public trial 
protected by the Fifth Amendment.” Ha! I 
know you wrote the “Fifth Amendment” 
just to see how many of your readers 
would catch the mistake, because it should 
read the “Sixth Amendment.” However, 
you can’t fool me because I have the Bill 
of Rights memorized. 
WALLACE HOFFMAN 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEW AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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as 


Arizona Senator Jeff Flake Calls It Quits, Blames Trump 


Republican Senator Jeff Flake, the junior senator from Arizona, 
announced on the Senate floor October 24 that he would not be 
seeking reelection: “I have decided that I will be better able to 
represent the people of Arizona and to better serve my country 
and my conscience by freeing myself from the political consid- 
erations that consume far too much bandwidth and would cause 
me to compromise far too many principles. To that end, I am 
announcing today that my service in the Senate will conclude at 
the end of my term in early January 2019.” 

Flake admonished his cohorts not to ignore America’s current 
difficulties: “We must be unafraid to stand up and speak out.... 
I plan to spend the remaining fourteen months of my senate term 
doing just that.... We must never regard as ‘normal’ the regular and 
casual undermining of our democratic norms and ideals. We must 
never meekly accept the daily sundering of our country: the person- 
al attacks, the threats against principles, the reckless provocations.” 

Flake continued, leveling his charges at the current occupant 
of the White House without mentioning Trump by name: “We 
must stop pretending that the degradation of our politics and the 
conduct of some in our executive branch are normal. They are 
not normal. Reckless, outrageous, and undignified behavior has 
become excused and countenanced as ‘telling it like it is,’ when it 
is actually just reckless, outrageous, and undignified. And when 
such behavior emanates from the top of our government, it is 
something else: it is dangerous to a democracy.” 


Flake even complained that the United Nations’ “world order” 
was now being threatened by Trump and his administration: 
“Now, it seems to me, the architects of this visionary rules-based 
world order that has brought so much freedom and prosperity, are 
the ones most eager to abandon it.” 

Flake’s announcement followed less than a month after Ten- 
nessee Republican Senator Bob Corker announced his own de- 
parture. As conservative political commentator Laura Ingraham 
noted, “Accomplished: Boehner, Cantor, Corker, Flake.” 


7 . - 


The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) announced Oc- 
tober 26 that after a years-long legal battle with the Internal Rev- 
enue Service, it had reached a settlement for at least three dozen 
conservative organizations — many with “Tea Party” or “patriot” 
identifications — which had been ideologically targeted when ap- 
plying for tax-exempt status with the IRS between 2009 and 2012. 

In a proposed Consent Order filed October 25 with the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia, the IRS “admits that its 
treatment of Plaintiffs during the tax-exempt determinations pro- 
cess, including screening their applications based on their names 
or policy positions, subjecting those applications to heightened 
scrutiny and inordinate delays, and demanding of some Plaintiffs’ 
information that ... was unnecessary to the agency’s determina- 


tion of their tax-exempt status, was wrong. For such treatment, 
the IRS expresses its sincere apology.” 

The federal court found that more than 40 conservative organi- 
zations in at least 20 states were subjected to an unrealistic proc- 
ess for gaining tax-exempt status with the government. Under 
the direction of Lois Lerner, who headed up the IRS’ Exempt 
Organizations Unit under President Obama, IRS agents routinely 
delved into the backgrounds of conservative groups, often inves- 
tigating their officers and families. ACLJ noted that the IRS made 
unrelenting demands on the organizations for such information as 
donor lists and Internet passwords, in the process holding up tax- 
exempt applications for years (in some cases over seven years). 

ACLJ president Jay Sekulow said, “This is an extraordinary vic- 
tory against the IRS. And it sends a powerful warning to the deep 
state bureaucracy that it will not be allowed to violate the Constitu- 
tion in order to silence and shut down the conservative agenda.” 

During a speech at the Heritage Foundation October 26, At- 
torney General Jeff Sessions acknowledged the court settle- 
ment and IRS apology, saying that it should be “without ques- 
tion that our First Amendment prohibits the federal government 
from treating taxpayers differently based solely on their view- 
point or ideology. There is no excuse for this conduct.... We 
hope that today’s settlement makes clear that this abuse of 
power will not be tolerated.” 
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Democratic Party Donations Falling Behind 


Rich liberal Democrat donors aren’t donating, wrote Politicos 
Gabriel Debenedetti on October 22 while attending the Demo- 
cratic National Committee’s (DNC) fall meeting in Las Vegas. 
It’s reflected in the numbers: At the end of September, the DNC 
had just $7 million in its checking account, while the Republi- 
can National Committee (RNC) is sitting on $44 million. Since 
January, the RNC has raised more than $104 million, with a lot 
of it coming from some 300,000 people who had never donated 
before. This gives Republicans a clear financial advantage going 


into the 2018 midterm elections, and could reverberate out to the 
2020 reelection campaign for President Trump. 

Following the election of Tom Perez to chair the DNC in Feb- 
tuary, the party has failed to gain traction. It lacks viable, attrac- 
tive, and young candidates. Former President Obama has all but 
disappeared from DNC fundraisers, and Hillary Clinton is so 
toxic that she isn’t being invited to some of them. The party’s 
vision/mission fails to generate enthusiasm; it consists of doing 
everything possible to stall, delay, or derail Trump’s agenda. It’s 
a totally defensive strategy without a positive message. 

One of the Democratic Party’s most successful fundrais- 
ers, Nebraska party chair Jane Kleeb, summed up her party’s 
problems: “Donors, small and large, are so over the party.” The 
Democratic Party is suffering from an identity crisis and donors 
aren’t willing to write checks that will disappear down a black 
hole. A former secretary of the DNC admitted, “We’re all aware 
the money is not flowing in the way we hoped it would.” 

Said one big Democrat donor, John Morgan from Orlando, 
Florida: “I’ve had enough dinners. I’m not really interested. I’m 
going to let them get new blood. I can’t get motivated.” 

Perez’s message isn’t lighting any fires. His party had its weak- 
est fundraising month in July since 2007, raising just $4 million 
compared to the Republicans, who raised $10 million. And since 
Perez took over the party, it has posted three of its 14 lowest fund- 
raising months since the election of Obama in 2008. 


Social Security Spending Tops $1 Trillion for First Time 


The Monthly Treasury Statement issued on October 25 by the 
Social Security Administration showed that total spending for the 
three social-welfare programs administered by the agency — the 
Old Age and Survivors Insurance program, the Disability Insur- 
ance program, and the Supplemental Security Income program 
— topped $1 trillion for the first time in history in 2017. 

The program first hit $600 billion in spending in 1997, and it 
took nine years to hit the next benchmark, $700 billion. From 


there it took between three and four years to hit subsequent $100 
billion spending benchmarks. Accordingly, the agency estimates 
that it will spend $1.6 trillion in 2026. From there it will be just a 
few short years before all funds are exhausted. According to the 
Social Security Administration, taxes paid to fund Social Security 
go into the general Treasury for the U.S. government as a whole, 
and the money is spent; in return Social Security gets an IOU with 
a promise of interest payments on the money. 

Most sensible observers have been warning for years that the 
program is in dire jeopardy, with all manner of schemes being 
proposed to rescue it from oblivion, with expanding income 
brackets, raising both employee and employer “contributions,” 
and slowing down the COLA (cost of living adjustment) or elimi- 
nating it altogether being those most often suggested. Some have 
recommended privatizing at least part of the program, which 
would still force people to save for their old age but at least 
would allow them the choice of where best to invest their money. 

Given the program’s tenuous financial condition, most people 
on Social Security will live long enough to see the program run 
short of money. 

It is estimated that Social Security will pay out more than it re- 
ceives in the year 2022. From then on, disbursements will either 
add to the country’s deficit spending and national debt, or Social 
Security’s promises to recipients won’t be kept. 
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EXTENDED INSIDE IT RACK 
Manafort Indicted for Charges That Predate Trump Campaign 


Paul 
Manafort 


ne-time Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort was 
indicted October 30 on a list of charges including money 
laundering, tax evasion, conspiracy against the United 
States, and being an unregistered agent of a foreign government. 
His business partner, Rick Gates, was indicted as well. 

The indictment of Manafort and Gates is pretty damning. List- 
ing 12 counts, it opens: 


O 


Defendants PAUL J. MANAFORT, JR., (MANAFORT) 
and RICHARD W. GATES III (GATES) served for years 
as political consultants and lobbyists. Between at least 
2006 and 2015, MANAFORT and GATES acted as un- 
registered agents of the Government of Ukraine, the Party 
of Regions (a Ukrainian political party whose leader Vic- 
tor Yanukovych was President from 2010 to 2014), Yanu- 
kovych, and the Opposition Bloc (a successor to the Party 
of Regions that formed in 2014 when Yanukovych fled to 
Russia). MANAFORT and GATES generated tens of mil- 
lions of dollars in income as a result of their Ukraine work. 
In order to hide Ukraine payments from United States au- 
thorities, from approximately 2006 through at least 2016, 
MANAFORT and GATES laundered the money through 
scores of United States and foreign corporations, partner- 
ships, and bank accounts. 


The indictment goes on to say that in “furtherance of the scheme” 
the two men “funneled millions of dollars in payments into for- 
eign nominee companies and bank accounts” that were either 
“opened by them” or by “their accomplices,” and that they 
“concealed from the United States their work as agents of, and 
millions of dollars in payments from, Ukraine and its political 
parties and leaders.” The indictment alleges that they “directed 
a campaign to lobby United States officials on behalf of the Gov- 


ernment of Ukraine, the President 
of Ukraine, and Ukrainian political 
parties” for which they not only 
did not “report to the United States 
their work and fees,” but responded 
to inquiries from the Department of 
Justice “with a series of ‘false and 
misleading statements.’” 

The indictment goes on for 31 
pages and makes a compelling case 
that Paul Manafort and Rick Gates 
are criminals who sold out their pa- 
triotic allegiance for millions and 
millions in cold, hard cash. There 
are two points that should stand out 
in sharp contrast, though. (1) An in- 
dictment is not a conviction; it will 
be up to a jury to decide whether 
Manafort and Gates are guilty of 
the crimes for which they are ac- 
cused. (2) Nothing in this indict- 
ment has anything to do with the 
original direction of the investigation; everything described in 
the indictment happened before Manafort was involved in the 
Trump campaign. Even if every charge is proved and Manafort 
and Gates are convicted, it does not prove collusion between 
Trump and Russia. 

For their parts, Manafort and Gates appeared in Federal Dis- 
trict Court in Washington on October 30 and pleaded “not guilty” 
to all charges. 

It is not out of the ordinary for either a special counsel or a 
grand jury to issue indictments for crimes uncovered during an 
investigation even though those crimes are beyond the scope 
of the original investigation. So while former FBI Director and 
Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s statement to that effect is con- 
spicuously absent, there is nothing improper in this indictment 
in and of itself. 

That does not mean, however, that everything is necessarily 
above board with Mueller, his investigation, or this indictment. 

Mueller was appointed special counsel in May and began in- 
vestigating whether anyone close to President Trump participated 
ina Russian government effort to influence the 2016 presidential 
election. Of course, considering recent revelations about Russian 
collusion involving the Obama administration (in general) and 
Hillary Clinton (in particular), it is reasonable to question wheth- 
er Mueller should be anywhere near this investigation, much less 
leading it. Mueller’s ties to ousted FBI Director James Comey 
and the fact that Mueller himself headed the FBI for more than 
four of Obama’s eight years should be more than enough to cast 
a doubt on Mueller’s ability (and perhaps even his willingness) 
to act independently and impartially as a special counsel inves- 
tigating the people implicated in this — people to whom he has 
close connections. 

The political incest involved should make his resignation a 
foregone conclusion. Hf 
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Pakistan Has Become a Haven for Terrorists 

“There are too many terrorist organizations that find a safe place 
in Pakistan from which to conduct their operations against other 
countries. [This situation] can lead to a threat to Pakistan’s own 
stability.” 

During his visit to Pakistan, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson told 
its leaders that there would be reprisals from the United States if the 
problem of terrorists establishing bases in the country is not dealt 
with. Pakistan is a major recipient of U.S. foreign aid. 


Finally Asking Penetrating Questions : 
“Why is it that people who know all about the infamous prison on T 
Robben Island in South Africa [where Nelson Mandela was impris- 
oned] have never heard of the prison on Cuba’s Isle of Pines? Why is Marxism still taken seriously on 
college campuses and in the progressive press? Do the same people who rightly demand the removal 
of Confederate statues ever feel even a shiver of inner revulsion at hipsters in Lenin or Mao T-shirts?” 
New York Times columnist Bret Stephens even recalled the utter falsity of his newspaper ’s Walter 
Duranty, who, in his reports from Moscow, denied the massive forced famine in the 1930s that killed 
millions in the Ukraine. 


Islamic State Facing Defeat 

“Daesh has no chance to win. The outcome is not in doubt. They cannot hold territory. They cannot hold 
any viable cities. Their leaders have abandoned them.” 

Maintaining control over only five percent of the territory it con- 
trolled three years ago, Daesh (also known as ISIS or ISIL) is con- 
sidered nearly finished as a military threat, according to Lt. Gen. 
Paul E. Funk, the American commander of the international cam- 
paign against Daesh in Iraq and Syria. 


ISIS Likely to Revert to Guerrilla Force Once Defeated 
“Islamic State is not finished. ISIS has a plan, and that is to wait out 
their enemies locally in order to gain time to rebuild their networks 
while at the same time provide inspiration to followers to keep fight- 
ing their enemies.” 

A specialist in studying jihadist movements, Aaron Zelin of the 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy is not alone in warning 
that believers in jihad do not need a territorial base from which to 
resume killing adversaries. 


Strong Winds Suspected of Causing California’s Forest Fires 
“If there are high velocity winds, there’s every reason to suspect that [downed] power lines are a 
source [of fire creation]. We have many documented cases of power lines igniting fires during these 
high wind events.” 

A fire expert with the U.S. Geological Survey in California, Jon 
E. Keeley suspects that nighttime ignition begun by strong winds 
is the likely cause of recent devastating fires in several parts of 
California. 


Likely Candidate to Replace Senator Flake 
“T’ve fought against GOP Establishment hacks who incorrectly 
believe the solutions to the problems created by big government 
is more government.” 
The front-runner to become a U.S. senator from Arizona in 2018, 
Kelli Ward has many supporters anxiously looking forward to her 
as the replacement for neoconservative Jeff Flake, who announced 
that he is not seeking reelection. / 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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Millions of Americans are incarcerated or on parole or probation, a large percentage of 
whom didn’t commit violence. America should reconsider its criminal penalties. 
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by Michael Tennant 


GG hat does the LorD re- 
quire of you,” asked the 
prophet Micah, “but to 


do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” 

In the 2,700 years since those words 
were first uttered, Jews and Christians 
have written volumes on kindness and 
humility. But Christians — and Ameri- 
cans in general — have frequently given 
little thought to what it means to “do 
justice.” Instead, they have been con- 
tent to leave such matters in the hands 
of politicians, who are only too eager to 
burnish their tough-on-crime credentials 
by criminalizing ever more activities 
and mandating longer prison terms for 
offenders. 

The result: While only five percent of 
all humans live in the United States, the 
self-proclaimed land of the free incar- 
cerates almost a quarter of the world’s 


prisoners. According to the Bureau of jai preaks: Because of long mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent drug offenders, 


Justice Statistics (BJS), nearly 2.2 mil- 
lion people are housed in U.S. jails and 
prisons, and almost 5.3 million are other- 
wise under the supervision of the justice 
system. One out of every four Americans 
now has a criminal record. 

This all comes at an enormous cost. 
Taxpayers must foot the bill for arresting, 
prosecuting, and housing convicted crimi- 
nals. Victims are seldom compensated for 
the losses they have suffered. Convicts’ 
families are torn apart, with devastating 
effects including poverty and a vastly 
greater likelihood that the children, too, 
will eventually end up behind bars. And 
when those convicts are finally released 
from prison, they often find the deck so 
stacked against them that they quickly re- 
turn to a life of crime. 

Is this really justice? Not at all, says a 
consortium of conservative Christians. In- 
stead, they argue for less incarceration and 
a greater emphasis on restitution and res- 
toration, with the church leading the way. 


Justice Defined 

The Justice Declaration, an initiative of the 
Colson Center for Christian Worldview, 
the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commis- 
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
the National Association of Evangelicals, 
and Prison Fellowship, proclaims: 
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violent criminals are often released early to ease prison overcrowding. 


Because the good news of Jesus 
Christ calls the Church to advocate 
(or “be a witness”) for biblical truth 
and to care for the vulnerable, we, 
His followers, call for a justice sys- 
tem that is fair and redemptive for all. 
The Church has both the unique abil- 
ity and unparalleled capacity to con- 
front the staggering crisis of crime 
and incarceration in America and to 
respond with restorative solutions for 
communities, victims, and individu- 
als responsible for crime. 


Justice, the document explains, “flows 
from God’s very character.” It does not 
consist merely of punishing offenders but 
of enabling them, whenever possible, to 
repay their victims, to recognize that they 
need to change their ways, and to become 
productive members of society. 

“The Justice Declaration is an effort 
to unite the Christian church in America 
on the concept and the values of justice,” 
Craig DeRoche, Prison Fellowship senior 
vice president for advocacy and public 
policy, told THE NEw AMERICAN. 

The declaration calls for a rethinking 
of public policy, advocating “proportional 
punishment, including alternatives to in- 


carceration, that protects public safety, 
fosters accountability and provides oppor- 
tunities to make amends.” It does not take 
a position on specific punishments; De- 
Roche noted that both proponents and op- 
ponents of capital punishment are among 
the more than 2,700 individuals who have 
signed the document. 

“If you believe that rights come from 
the hand of God and that our Constitution 
protects that liberty, that means that you 
should be seeking what you believe is pro- 
portionate punishment,” he said. “It’s not a 
centrist view. It’s not a compromise view 
with the Left. It’s actually a view that is 
rooted in Scripture and honoring the value 
and worth and dignity of each human life.” 

He maintained that despite the long- 
standing lock-’em-up-and-throw-away- 
the-key approach taken by many professed 
conservatives — an approach with roots 
in the 1960s, when liberals began blam- 
ing poverty and oppression, rather than 
perpetrators, for the then-spiraling crime 
rate — the type of reform the Justice Dec- 
laration seeks is actually more in line with 
conservative principles: 


When you give the government the 
power to prosecute somebody and 
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Americans tend to think of our present justice 
system, which primarily concerns itself with exacting 
retribution by incarceration, as the best possible 
system, yet throughout history, humans have devised 
a variety of ways of dealing with crime. 


bury them with lawyers and to charge 
them with 17 different crimes and 
put them into a prison system which 
makes things worse, not better, and 
they don’t pay anybody back for the 
damage that they caused, what you’ re 
doing is you’re fueling, actually, a 
similar failed experiment to other 
government projects.... Something 
that conservatives wouldn’t stand for 
in healthcare or in education or wel- 
fare, when it comes to justice, they 
say, “Yes, we know it fails, we know 
it grows the government, we know it 
doesn’t pay back victims, but let’s get 
more money to that. Let’s get more 
government employees. Let’s give 
them more unchecked authority.” 


Americans tend to think of our present jus- 
tice system, which primarily concerns itself 
with exacting retribution by incarceration, 
as the best possible system, yet throughout 
history, humans have devised a variety of 
ways of dealing with crime. The most effec- 
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tive of these systems — if promoting a func- 
tioning society, not increasing the power of 
government, is the objective — sought res- 
titution for property crimes and retribution 
only for violent crimes and others for which 
restitution was impractical. Certainly this 
was the approach of Old Testament law. It 
was also the tack taken by English common 
law — until kings took over the adminis- 
tration of justice, at which time imprison- 
ment and fines, often for “crimes against 
the state” rather than traditional offenses, 
became the standard punishments. 

“Justice should be between the person 
that breaks the law and the person that’s 
been harmed by the violation of the law 
and the community that’s affected by it,” 
said DeRoche. “Government should be a 
mediator at best, and it should be facilitat- 
ing that, not necessarily profiting from it.” 


Limitation of Statutes 

What types of reforms, then, would be 
in line with the principles of the Justice 
Declaration? 
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HAVE SIGNED THE JUSTICE DECLARATION 


Predefining justice: Just as Christians defined life before defending the unborn, the Justice 
Declaration gives them an opportunity to define justice in a scripturally sound way before 
advocating for reform, said Prison Fellowship’s Craig DeRoche. 
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The surest way to reduce the number of 
people incarcerated unnecessarily is to re- 
peal unjust laws. As attorney Harvey Sil- 
verglate has convincingly demonstrated, 
the average American commits roughly 
three felonies every day just going about 
his normal activities, making him ripe for 
targeting by ambitious prosecutors or po- 
litical enemies. 

Consider the case of conservative au- 
thor and filmmaker Dinesh D’ Souza. Hav- 
ing made himself persona non grata in the 
Obama White House with his highly pop- 
ular works criticizing President Barack 
Obama, D’Souza wound up in the dock, 
threatened with jail time for a relatively 
minor violation of federal campaign-fi- 
nance law. He was spared incarceration 
after pleading guilty to one felony count, 
but he still was forced to pay a hefty fine 
and was sentenced to five years’ proba- 
tion, community service, and “therapeu- 
tic counseling.” Most observers believed 
D’Souza’s prosecution was unwarranted 
and, in the words of Harvard Univer- 
sity law professor Alan Dershowitz, 
“smack[ed] of selective prosecution” of a 
political foe. 

There should, of course, be very few 
federal crimes; the Constitution only 
names three. But the single biggest driver 
of incarceration and its associated ills is 
the unconstitutional war on drugs. About 
half of all federal prisoners are drug of- 
fenders. The war on drugs has also led to 
mandatory minimum sentencing laws that 
both frustrate judges and benefit violent 
criminals who are not subject to these 
same laws, as economic historian Chris 
Calton observed in a Ludwig von Mises 
Institute article: 


When a judge may see fit to offer 
the drug offender probation, rather 
than jail time, mandatory legal mini- 
mums compel him to give a prison 
sentence. But because prison space 
is still limited, the probation alter- 
native to jail is simply passed to 
violent criminals.... In other words, 
the war on drugs is actually push- 
ing violent criminals back onto the 
streets in order to devote resources 
to the non-violent criminals who 
often held productive employment 
before being locked up. [Emphasis 
in original. ] 
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Calton further noted the irony that, in 
contrast to nonviolent drug offenders, 
convicted violent criminals are sometimes 
subject to mandatory maximum sentenc- 
ing laws. “The maximum penalty for a 
rape not involving a child is ten years, 
the same as the mandatory minimum for 
some drug offenses,” he added in a foot- 
note. Meanwhile, violent crimes against 
the unborn not only go unpunished but 
are actually protected and funded by the 
government. 

DeRoche argued that mandatory mini- 
mum sentencing laws fail from a moral as 
well as a practical standpoint. “You should 
respect the value of each person’s life,” 
he said. “Well, how are you going to do 
that if you predetermine that everybody 
gets 15 years regardless of the circum- 
stances of their crime? What you’ re doing 
is you’re saying, ‘You’re not even worth 
it. Your life is not worth the 15 minutes 
it would take a judge to actually assess 
a proportionate punishment to you.’ And 
that’s dangerous territory.” 


Slammer Substitutes 

Even if all unjust laws were repealed, 
there would still be a need to administer 
justice, and incarceration would be justi- 
fied in certain cases. Nevertheless, under 
the terms of the Justice Declaration, it 
should not be the first choice for punish- 
ing most offenders. In fact, if the goal is to 
have an offender repay his debt and suc- 
cessfully re-enter society, incarceration is 
unlikely to succeed. It takes an individual 
away from his family and out of the work- 
force; puts him in a cell where he can do 
nothing all day long (except perhaps learn 
to be a better criminal) and be fed, clothed, 
and medically treated at taxpayer expense; 
and then releases him into a society in 
which he has very little chance of making 
it. Most likely he will either return to a life 
of crime — a recent BJS study found that 
inmates released from state prisons have 
a five-year recidivism rate of 77 percent 
— or go on welfare for the rest of his life. 
Either way, he becomes a permanent bur- 
den on taxpayers. 

Alternatives to incarceration include 
work furlough programs, community ser- 
vice, electronic monitoring, and drug courts. 
All these enable convicts to maintain ties to 
their families and communities and to con- 
tinue to work while repaying their debts. 
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Incarceration addiction: The war on drugs has contributed immensely to the United States’ 
position as the world leader in incarceration, with half of all federal inmates locked up for 


drug offenses. 


But don’t such alternatives play into the 
hands of criminals? It’s tempting to think 
that hard time would be a greater deterrent 
than these other approaches, but which 
punishment is more daunting: sitting 
around in a cell all day or actually work- 
ing and making restitution and showing up 
for drug testing and court hearings? 

Indeed, the evidence shows that alterna- 
tives actually improve outcomes for both 
offenders and taxpayers. Over the last dec- 
ade, many states have implemented alter- 
native sentencing, cut back on mandatory 
minimum sentences, reclassified felonies 
as misdemeanors, or otherwise reformed 
the sentencing process. These same states 
saw their crime rates fall at least as fast as 
the national average, and since 2010, the 
10 states that reduced their incarceration 
rates the most actually have had a six-per- 
cent /arger reduction in crime than the 10 
states with the greatest incarceration-rate 
increases, according to a study by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts. 

Drug courts, which provide offenders 
with long-term treatment, test them for 
drug use, require them to appear in court 
frequently, and reward or punish them for 
their behavior, have been shown to be far 
superior to incarceration, which merely 
puts offenders in a place where they can 
easily obtain drugs and use them to their 
heart’s content. Numerous studies have 
found that drug courts reduce both short- 
and long-term recidivism, significantly 


increase the likelihood of offender sobri- 
ety, restore families broken by addiction, 
and save taxpayers money — as much as 
$6,200 per offender, according to a May 
Justice Department report. 

Many ex-convicts have a difficult time 
reintegrating themselves into society be- 
cause of numerous legal barriers to their 
resuming normal lives. The Council of 
State Governments Justice Center calcu- 
lates that there are over 48,000 legal con- 
sequences nationwide for individuals with 
criminal records. Among other things, these 
laws prevent ex-offenders from voting, ob- 
taining professional licenses, driving, and 
getting an education. Repealing or revis- 
ing these restrictions would go a long way 
toward helping former offenders become 
productive members of society once again. 


Prophylactic Pews 
If the Justice Declaration only called for 
reforms of the criminal justice system, it 
would be largely indistinguishable from a 
variety of other manifestos issued by both 
conservative and liberal groups over the 
years. What makes it unique is its charge to 
the church to take an active role both in pre- 
venting people from becoming criminals 
in the first place and then in ministering to 
convicts, their families, and crime victims. 
How can churches help keep people on 
the right side of the law? Mostly they just 
need to get people in the doors and keep 
them coming back. 
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Baylor University social sciences pro- 
fessor Byron Johnson, who has extensive- 
ly studied the inverse relationship between 
faith and crime, told THE NEw AMERICAN, 
“Kids, even from the worst housing proj- 
ects, that are raised and regularly partici- 
pate in houses of worship, they’re much 
less likely to be in trouble, much less like- 
ly to use drugs, than are other kids that 
are raised in those same disadvantaged 
environments.” And, he said, “when they 
do get into trouble, faith seems to provide 
away ... for them to correct their paths.” 

There are a number of reasons for this, 
explained Johnson, a signatory to the Jus- 
tice Declaration. The most obvious one is 
that churches teach attendees to obey God’s 
commandments, which most emphatically 
do not include committing crimes. Beyond 
that, churches provide “networks of sup- 
port” to help keep people on the straight 
and narrow, he said. In addition, the Bible’s 
call to serve others, and the many service 
opportunities churches provide, help at- 
tendees concentrate on the needs of others 
rather than their own desires. 

Besides working to reverse America’s 
moral decline, perhaps the biggest driver of 
crime, churches can take other anti-crime 
actions. Since poverty is correlated with 
crime, church programs that aid the needy 
can help shrink the likelihood of lawbreak- 
ing. After-school programs also help by 
keeping kids occupied during the hours of 
the day when they are most likely to get into 
trouble and by connecting kids and parents 
with a church, often for the first time. 


Convicted to Care 

for Convicts and Kin 

Despite the church’s best efforts, however, 
some individuals will still end up behind 
bars. Christians ought to care about those 
in prison because they, too, are made in 
God’s image and loved by him. Christ 
himself commanded his followers to visit 
prisoners, saying that visiting “the least of 
these” was the same as visiting him (Mat- 
thew 25:31 — 46). The Justice Declaration 
therefore urges Christians to “preach the 
good news of the gospel ... to all, includ- 
ing prisoners.” 

But while winning converts is impor- 
tant, in most cases it simply isn’t enough. 
The key to turning a convict’s life around 
is to combine faith with service. 

“Guys that find God in prison — it’s an 


important factor in a number of ways for 
them, but it’s not until they begin to serve 
others that it begins to really change their 
own identity,” said Johnson. 

He and his research team have been 
studying faith-based 12-step programs for 
drug-addicted teenagers and finding them 
quite successful. “If you can get [teens] 
into a 12-step program that has a serious 
faith component to it, then their sobriety is 
connected not just to faith but to service,” 
he elaborated. “In other words, if they have 
some kind of spiritual transformation, it has 
an effect, but it doesn’t get the job done. 
But if they in fact help others and they have 
the faith, that helps them stay sober, and it’s 
significant, and statistically significant.” 

It’s not true just of teenagers con- 
victed of relatively minor infractions. 
It’s also true even among the worst adult 
criminals, as Johnson and his colleagues 
demonstrated in their book The Angola 
Prison Seminary, which chronicles the 
numerous positive effects of holistic, 
faith-based ministry in the Louisiana 
State Penitentiary, America’s largest 
maximum-security prison. 

The Justice Declaration recognizes 
the importance of going beyond merely 
preaching the gospel to prisoners. It calls 
on Christians to “invest in the disciple- 
ship” of prisoners and “minister to the 
needs of families and children with incar- 
cerated loved ones.” 

Discipleship of prisoners is crucial, said 
Linda Maples, executive director of Loved 


Ones of Prisoners (LOOPS), a ministry 
based in Odessa, Texas. “They have to be 
discipled,” she told THE NEw AMERICAN. 
“Otherwise, they will go right back to the 
old way, the old life, and the old trouble.” 

That’s something most prison minis- 
tries are already doing, averred Johnson. 
“If you look at some of these faith-based 
programs,” he said, “they started out as 
evangelistic Bible studies, but they have 
morphed into these really well-rounded, 
comprehensive kinds of programs that deal 
with victim-offender reconciliation and re- 
storative justice concepts, counseling and 
vocational programming, [and] education.” 

LOOPS, in fact, got started in that very 
fashion. Leland Maples, who passed away 
in June, was leading a Bible study in the 
federal prison in Big Spring, Texas, in the 
1980s. After he and Linda wed in 1988, 
she began accompanying him to the study 
and discovered that “no one was address- 
ing the issues with families” such as fi- 
nances and lack of a father in the home, 
she said. 

“When Leland and I married,” she re- 
called, “the men would come to me and 
say, ‘Would you call my wife? She’s had a 
bad week. Would you check on her? She’s 
at the Days Inn for a visitation, and would 
you just go by and see her?’” 

After doing that for a while, the Maples- 
es decided to start a formal support group 
for the families, and from that developed 
LOOPS. They later added discipleship and 
marriage seminars, hosted Christmas par- 


Christian reformation: Although anyone can participate 
in “restorative justice” programs such as victim-offender 
reconciliation, Baylor University professor Byron Johnson 
said such programs “are largely led by people of faith.” 
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ties for the children of prisoners, and de- 
veloped a program that enabled children to 
spend a day with their incarcerated parents. 

Another ministry to prisoners’ fami- 
lies that grew out of an existing prison 
ministry is Little Light Christian School 
of Oklahoma City, a tuition-free private 
school exclusively for children of incar- 
cerated parents. Executive Director Robin 
Khoury told THE NEw AMERICAN that 
while she’d felt a call from God to open 
“a school for poor kids,” it was only after 
she’d entered prison ministry and attended 
a lecture on the problems besetting prison- 
ers’ children that she acted on that call to 
found Little Light, which opened its doors 
in 2012. 

The school provides far more than just 
education. Khoury and her staff are inti- 
mately involved in the lives of their stu- 
dents and their families, helping them to 
cope with the many consequences of hav- 
ing a loved one in prison, including pov- 
erty and homelessness. The main objective 
of the school, Khoury said, is to “break 
the cycle of generational incarceration” by 
giving the students a “road map” out of a 
life of poverty and crime. 


Blessed Release 

That’s something most prisoners need, 
too, which is why mentoring programs 
that help teach prisoners life skills and 
prepare them for employment upon their 
release are of the utmost importance, 
stated Johnson. Mentoring also needs to 
extend beyond release. “Once a guy leaves 
prison, your work is just beginning as a 
mentor,” he said. 

He cited the Prison Entrepreneurship 
Program (PEP) as an example of exactly 
the sort of mentoring that is needed. The 
program, which currently operates exclu- 
sively in Texas, is, he declared, “probably 
one of the most innovative programs, 
secular or faith-based, that exists because 
it takes business executives into prisons 
to help inmates develop business plans to 
start their own businesses.” The program 
also provides social-networking activi- 
ties, transitional housing, and assistance 
in finding employment. 

A study by Johnson and his colleagues 
found that PEP graduates have a three- 
year recidivism rate of just five to seven 
percent, vastly lower than the 23-percent 
statewide recidivism rate for men. In ad- 
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Sobering fact: Alternatives to incarceration for drug offenders, such as drug courts and faith- 


based 12-step programs, have proven far more effective at reforming offenders — and cheaper 


for taxpayers. 


dition, within one year of their release, 95 
percent of PEP graduates reported being 
employed. At least 120 businesses — pos- 
sibly twice that — have been started by 
PEP graduates. The researchers estimated 
that PEP yields a 340-percent return on 
investment after five years. 

LOOPS also does its part to help in- 
mates make the transition back to society 
via the Re-Entry Chapel, or REC Room, 
a weekly church service tailored to their 
needs. Offenders in halfway houses are 
bused to the REC Room each week, where 
they can worship God and build a social 
network to help them in their return to soci- 
ety. One former REC Room attendee who 
obtained work as a plumber’s apprentice 
after leaving prison returned to the REC 
Room recently to offer other ex-convicts a 
chance to work in his own business. Other 
LOOPS and REC Room alumni have gone 
on to work in or found prison ministries. 
In fact, said Linda Maples, over half of the 
LOOPS board of directors consists of ex- 
convicts. 

One other thing LOOPS does for ex-of- 
fenders is to help place them in churches in 
the Midland-Odessa 
area. Johnson said 
he envisions similar 
programs on a larger 
and more technologi- 
cally advanced scale. 
Using GPS technol- 
ogy, for instance, 
churches could be no- 
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tified of Christian inmates who are about to 
be released into their neighborhoods. “How 
can the church reach out to them intention- 
ally before they even arrive to provide 
a safe haven for them?” he asked. “Most 
congregations — 99 percent — have never 
thought of this as a possibility. That’s the 
kind of thing that I think — I hope — will 
begin to emerge if more churches will read 
something like the Justice Declaration and 
take it seriously.” 

Christians who do take the Justice Dec- 
laration seriously may feel overwhelmed 
at the thought of addressing all the prob- 
lems it identifies, but take heart: “Not 
everybody can be teaching a class inside 
a prison, but you can advocate for your 
faith,” said DeRoche. “You can stand up. 
You can be the voice for the voiceless that 
are in this process that are getting left be- 
hind. And that may be the prisoner; that 
may be the victim.” 

Above all, keep in mind the advice of 
Linda Maples: “Don’t be afraid to get 
your hands dirty. If somebody doesn’t 
look like you and dress like you, give 
them a chance.” 
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If a parent goes to prison, chances are very good the 
prisoner's children will follow in his footsteps. This 
school for the children of incarcerated parents is trying 


to change that. 


by Michael Tennant 


typical day at Oklahoma City’s 
A Little Light Christian School 

looks much like one at any other 
school. Students arrive in the morning, 
have breakfast, attend classes, eat lunch, 
attend more classes, stay for after-school 
programs, and then return home. 

There is, however, one big difference 
between this school and all others: Every 
student at Little Light has a parent who’s 
in prison. 

“We are the only school that we know of 
in the world that’s doing what we’re doing,” 
executive director Robin Khoury said in an 
interview with THE NEW AMERICAN. 

It took years for Khoury’s vision of 
such a school to come to fruition. At first, 
she wasn’t even sure what her vision was. 
All she knew for certain was that one day 
in the 1990s, during her morning devo- 
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tions, she “felt impressed by God that He 
just said to me, ‘Someday you will have 
a school for poor kids.’” At that time, she 
“was almost like Sarah, who laughed,” be- 
cause although she was then homeschool- 
ing her own children, she had no formal 
training in education or any idea of how 
to go about realizing this dream. 

Nothing much happened with her call 
for a long time, though Khoury said she 
thought about it from time to time. She 
did, however, work extensively in chil- 
dren’s ministry at her church, taking 
training along the way to learn how to be 
better at it. 

Eventually she got into prison min- 
istry and began mentoring women at a 
nearby correctional center. As part of her 
ministry, she attended a conference on 
women’s incarceration. One of the top- 
ics of the conference was the problems 
of children with incarcerated parents, 


The face of hope: Children with incarcerated 
parents often suffer depression, anxiety, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder. They tend to 
also do poorly in school. Robin Khoury (right) 
began the Little Light Christian School to give 
these kids a chance to succeed. 


among them depression, anxiety, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Then came the clincher. According to 
Khoury, “[The speaker said] the moment 
a parent is incarcerated, [children] become 
up to seven times more likely to be incar- 
cerated by their 23rd birthday, and the 
first thing that happens is that they begin 
to struggle in school, and that’s when God 
just tapped me on the shoulder and said, 
‘These are your kids. These are the kids 
that I’m talking about for your school.’” 

Shortly thereafter, in 2009, Khoury in- 
corporated Little Light Ministries and as- 
sembled a board of directors. For about two 
years there was a lot of talk about the school 
but very little action. Finally, the board told 
Khoury it was time to pick a date to open 
the school, so she chose autumn 2012. 

“We didn’t have any money. We didn’t 
have a facility. We didn’t have any kids,” 
she said. “And God provided those things 
kind of in a domino fashion after we made 
a commitment to do it.” 

The first prospective donor Khoury 
approached gave $100,000 outright, plus 
a $50,000 matching grant, which was 
enough to get the school started. Apparent- 
ly he was pleased with the results because 
he recently provided Little Light with an 
additional $1.6 million to purchase a for- 
mer school building sitting on nearly 10 
acres of ground. The school moved to the 
new facility this past summer. 

Little Light is a privately funded, 501(c) 
(3) nonprofit that accepts no government 
funding. It charges no tuition yet supplies 
students with transportation to and from 
school, two meals a day, instruction, and 
clothing. 

“We do what we have to do to help our 
families and to help our children,” ex- 
plained Khoury. 
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That means going 
far beyond simply giv- 
ing kids an education. 
If a family has a need, 
Khoury and her staff do 
their best to help meet 
it. For example, in talk- 
ing with the mother of 
one of her students re- 
cently, Khoury learned 
that the family had been 
evicted from their apart- 
ment after turning in the 
landlord for refusing 
to deal with a bedbug 
infestation. 

“It was just break- 
ing my heart because I 
thought this is exactly 
what Jesus was talking 
about when he said that 
you shouldn’t abuse the 
poor and you shouldn’t 
do things to people like 
this just because you 
can,” she said. “We see 
people all the time that 
take advantage of these 
poor little families.” 

Khoury arranged 
to supply the family 
with leftovers from the 
school’s meals. 

Of course, Little 
Light’s focus is on edu- 
cation, and the school’s 
32 students, ranging in 
age from four to 14, do get a rigorous, 
well-rounded one. When they arrive each 
morning, they are treated to a hot break- 
fast, after which they attend morning 
meetings, a social time with classmates 
and teachers. Then the academic day 
commences, starting with Bible class. 
They also have chapel once a week. 
(“We are unapologetically biblically 
based,” declared Khoury.) After lunch, 
the youngest children have nap time, 
while the older ones go to special classes 
including maker studio, a creative class 
involving imagination and engineer- 
ing; art class; private music lessons; and 
choir. Later in the day, said Khoury, the 
after-school program involves students 
in “fun but mentally stimulating things” 
such as archery, drumming, and cooking. 
Then the students are taken home. 
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Societal skills: Students at Little Light Christian School not only learn the basics, 
such as math, English, and science, they also learn social skills for non-poverty 
neighborhoods, such as how to be respectful, how to talk to others, how to dress, etc. 


Teaching students of incarcerated parents 
isn’t always easy, but it can be rewarding. 

A second-grader named Jamar came to 
Little Light having failed reading at his 
previous school. “I have F’s in reading,” 
he said, “but that’s ’cause that other school 
wasn’t teaching me nothing.” 

One reason the other school wasn’t 
teaching him is that he had major behav- 
ioral problems, as the Little Light staff soon 
learned. At times he would hide under the 
teacher’s desk and refuse to come out. 

Khoury made him a proposition: “You 
promise to try your best this year, and we 
promise to teach you to read.” He accepted. 

Sure enough, by the end of the school 
year, he was reading at the fourth-grade 
level. Khoury asked him if he remem- 
bered their deal. He nodded, and she 
asked him what it was. 


“T promised to try my 
best, and you promised 
to teach me to read,” he 
beamed. 

“Our goal is to break 
the cycle of generation- 
al incarceration within 
these families,” stated 
Khoury. “I’ve got one lit- 
tle boy who, his mother 
has eight or ten siblings 
and so does his dad, and 
every single one of them 
has been or is now in 
prison. So what do you 
think his future is when 
he sits back and looks at 
‘What am I going to be 
when I grow up?” 

“We’re trying to help 
[our students] make a 
road map that shows 
them options, that pre- 
pares them for life, that 
gives them life skills 
and how to survive in 
a neighborhood that 
isn’t a poverty neigh- 
borhood. What are the 
unwritten rules of soci- 
ety? How do you speak 
to people? How do you 
show respect? How do 
you dress? What do you 
say? What do you do? 
We’re going into all of 
that with these children 
because these are a lot of the things that 
they just don’t know.” 

Khoury said she hopes to start a “par- 
ent university” soon to help her students’ 
mothers and fathers improve their par- 
enting skills. She also wants to “branch 
out and give families more support be- 
cause a lot of these kids also live with a 
grandma or a family member who might 
be totally overwhelmed.” In addition, 
she dreams of opening a church at the 
new building because, she explained, “I 
know that we could care for them more 
if we also had a church family that was 
looking after them as well as just our 
school.” 

It’s a tall order, but if anyone can do it, 
it’s the staff of Little Light. After all, they 
have on their side the One who makes all 
things possible. Hi 
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ALT-RIGHT & 
AGENTS PROVOCATEURS 


Since government and media cannot credibly call conservatives racists without some 
evidence of wrongdoing, left-wingers are gathering real racists to commit vile acts. 


Inciting hate: Marxist “community organizer” Saul Alinsky — who dedicated his handbook Rules 


for Radicals to Lucifer — advised radical students to attend a GOP event dressed in KKK robes to 


discredit Republicans. 


by William F. Jasper 


he political tremors from the dead- 
ly confrontation in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, on August 12 continue to 
reverberate. The violent clash between neo- 
Nazis/white nationalists on one side with 
masked Antifa thugs and Black Lives Mat- 
ter activists on the other — along with their 
respective allies — was guaranteed to be 
ugly. And ugly it was, deadly and very ugly. 
It culminated in the death of demonstrator 
Heather Heyer. The victors in that scripted 
skirmish are the extremists on both sides 
who are determined to rip America apart 
— as well as the media and political elites 
who are doing everything possible to fan 
the flames of racial hatred and turmoil. 
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The virulent Trump haters couldn’t have 
asked for a better-staged event to reinforce 
their narrative of President Trump as Hit- 
ler reincarnated: The Ku Klux Klan came 
swaddled in their white robes and hoods; 
the neo-Nazis appeared bearing swastika 
flags, armed with shields and clubs; the 
“white nationalists” were festooned with 
Confederate flags, hijacking that symbol 
of Southern heritage and commingling it 
with the fascist icons and rhetoric of the 
militant racists. Former KKK leader David 
Duke put in an appearance, but he was rel- 
egated to a cameo role (as an “elder states- 
man” of sorts), while the limelight was 
commandeered by a younger generation 
of “nationalist” and “racial identity” lead- 
ers whose names are barely known to most 
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Americans, even though in the pantheon 
of the “alt-Right” (Alternative Right) 
some of them have achieved demigod sta- 
tus: Richard Spencer, Jared Taylor, Jason 
Kessler, Tim Gionet (aka Baked Alaska), 
Mike Peinovich (aka Mike Enoch), Matt 
Heimbach, and Andrew Anglin. 

The above-mentioned leaders and ce- 
lebrities of the alt-Right, along with a 
motley assortment of knuckle draggers 
from the National Socialist Movement, 
the Ku Klux Klan, the Traditionalist 
Workers Party, Vanguard America, and 
other groups that are virulently racist and/ 
or openly neo-Nazi, came together at the 
much-publicized “Unite the Right” rally 
on August 12. The gathering would more 
accurately have been called “Blight the 
Right,” since the organizations and indi- 
viduals involved in no way represent the 
Republican Party, Tea Party groups, con- 
servatives, libertarians, Christians, pro-lif- 
ers, or any other segment of the authentic 
“Right.” In fact, they are a blight whose 
primary purpose — if not sole purpose 
— appears to be to help the establishment 
media smear and discredit the Right, and 
to validate Hillary Clinton’s charge that 
Trump supporters (that is, those who voted 
against her) are “a basket of deplorables.” 
The alt-Right, at least as represented in 
Charlottesville, provided the precise op- 
tics needed by the Fake News media not 
only to boost its relentless anti-Trump 
campaign, but also to associate legitimate 
concerns about illegal immigration with 
xenophobia, and efforts to retain Con- 
federate symbols and Southern heritage 
with racism. They also served to boost the 
image of the communist-directed Antifa 
mobs as heroic opponents of fascism and 
bigotry. As we have reported previously, 
Harvard Professor Cornel West, a veteran 
promoter of the Revolutionary Commu- 
nist Party, claimed that he and other “non- 
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In fact, they are a blight whose primary purpose 

— if not sole purpose — appears to be to help the 
establishment media smear and discredit the Right, 
and to validate Hillary Clinton’s charge that Trump 
supporters (that is, those who voted against her) are “a 


basket of deplorables.” 


violent” counter-protesters were “saved” 
from the neo-Nazis by the masked Antifa 
thugs. West’s glowing Antifa endorsement 
has been picked up and repeated in count- 
less media stories. 

The bloody Charlottesville brawl was 
a horrible loss to our already unraveling 
civil society; it was a win-win for the ex- 
tremist “demonstrators” on both sides, and 
for the forces behind them that want to tear 
America apart. From the standpoint of 
those people who desire our destruction, 
the “Unite the Right” rally could not have 
gone better. In previous articles (in these 
pages and online) we have examined the 
forces — some semi-hidden and others 
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openly visible — behind the violent Antifa 
movement. In this article we will be taking 
a closer look at what is being called the 
alt-Right, the false opposition that is being 
put forward as a response to Antifa and the 
oppressive left-wing political correctness 
that is becoming omnipresent. 

While some of the alt-Right celebrities 
are merely losers seeking fame by attach- 
ing themselves to Donald Trump’s coat- 
tails, others more closely fit the profile of 
agents provocateurs — that is, saboteurs 
whose purpose is to “discredit from with- 
in.” Thanks to the undercover camera 
work of James O’Keefe’s Project Veri- 
tas, we have damning “confessions” from 


Trump Supporter Cold-Cocks 69-Year-Old 
Protester Outside Rally 
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DNC agents and provocations: Sixty-nine-year-old Shirley Teeter gained global fame as a 
“victim” of violence by Trump supporters. Scott Foval (inset), a hired gun of Hillary Clinton and 
the DNC, boasted that Teeter was one of his trained agents, faking the episode. 
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top Democratic Party operatives boasting 
about infiltrating Trump campaign rallies 
and events, staging conflicts, and “creat- 
ing anarchy.” Scott Foval, Bob Creamer, 
and other “dirty tricks” agents for Hill- 
ary Clinton’s campaign and the Demo- 
cratic National Committee (DNC) were 
caught in flagrante admitting to staging 
and instigating conflicts for maximum 
media effect. A prime example was 
Shirley Teeter, the 69-year-old woman 
wearing an oxygen mask and lugging an 
oxygen tank who claimed to have been 
“cold-cocked” at a Trump rally in North 
Carolina. The media pounced on the 
story, featuring photos of the poor woman 
sprawled on the ground, a victim of nasty 
Trumpers. But, it turned out, Teeter was a 
paid agente provocatrice. She “was one 
of our activists,” Scott Foval bragged on 
video. And, he said, she “had been trained 
up to birddog,” and to perform her stunt 
exactly as it played out. Team Hillary 
reaped enormous propaganda value from 
that stunt, while Team Trump was cruci- 
fied with it. 

Foval made it clear that he knew that 
many of his tactics are illegal and that he 
didn’t care that some of the DNC’s legal 
experts were worried about possible pros- 
ecution, if discovered. “It doesn’t matter 
what the friggin’ legal and ethics people 
say, we need to win this mother******” 
he said, adding, “We’re starting anarchy 
here.” Did the same media that blasted the 
Teeter story all over the universe then go 
back and clobber Clinton and the DNC for 
the deception after the Foval revelations? 
Of course not; instead they went after 
O’Keefe and Project Veritas. 

Bob Creamer, a convicted felon and 
veteran left-wing activist from Chicago 
(and Foval’s mentor), was also caught on 
video describing the anarchy he was or- 
chestrating. He was merely following the 
program prescribed by infamous Marxist 
and Chicago-based “community organiz- 
er” Saul Alinsky, the author of Rules for 
Radicals. 

In his flattering biography of Alin- 
sky, Let Them Call Me Rebel, Sanford 
D. Horwitt recounts Alinsky’s advice to 
students at Tulane University in 1972, 
who were planning to protest a speech 
by George H. W. Bush, who was then the 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. 
Horwitt writes: 
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The students told Alinsky they were 
thinking about picketing or disrupt- 
ing Bush’s address. That’s the wrong 
approach, he rejoined, not very cre- 
ative — and besides causing a dis- 
ruption might get them thrown out of 
school. He told them, instead, to go to 
hear the speech dressed as members 
of the Ku Klux Klan, and whenever 
Bush said something in defense of 
the Vietnam War, they should cheer 
and wave placards reading, “The 
KKK supports Bush.” And that is 
what they did, with very successful, 
attention-getting results. 


Before we examine key members of the 
alt-Right who were involved in the “Unite 
the Right” affair in Charlottesville, we 
should point out to those unfamiliar with 
the subject that the use of agents provoca- 
teurs — by private organizations and gov- 
ernment agencies — has been a common 
practice throughout history, and it has 
become more prevalent and sophisticated 
in our day. In the past year, we have seen 
dozens of examples of fake “hate crimes” 
committed by anti-Trump activists that 
have been exposed by police or private 
investigators. In most of these cases the 
perpetrator of the “stunt” — as far as we 
know — has turned out to be an individual 
simply acting on his own, in an effort to 
discredit Trump and advance the “Amer- 
ica is racist, homophobic, fascist” meme. 
Elaborate agent provocateur ruses are usu- 
ally not exposed until years, or decades, 
after they have worked their damage. A 
good example of this delayed exposure is 
the massive campaign carried out during 
the Cold War by the communist regime 
in East Germany, through its State Secu- 
rity Service (the Staatssicherheitsdienst), 
more popularly known as the “Stasi.” 
Among the many discoveries that were 
found in the Stasi files after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall was proof confirming that the 
Stasi had carried out a huge, decades-long 
campaign of anti-Semitic provocations in 
West Germany — painting swastikas on 
synagogues, vandalizing Jewish cemeter- 
ies — to discredit the West German gov- 
ernment. It also worked to prevent the rise 
of any genuinely anti-communist political 
party, since the anti-Semitic attacks were 
usually made to appear to be the work of 
anti-communists. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


AP Images 


Decades of deceit: The killing of student protester Benno Ohnesorg (left) in 1967 in West 
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Germany by police officer Karl-Heinz Kurras (right) was a sensational event. It turns out Kurras 
was an agent of the Stasi, the communist East German secret police. 


Many additional explosive revelations 
have since come out of the Stasi files, in- 
cluding the fact that Karl-Heinz Kurras, 
the West Berlin policeman who shot and 
killed student Benno Ohnesorg in 1967, 
was actually a Stasi agent. The Ohnes- 
org shooting became a cause célébre in 
Germany and was exploited by the com- 
munists (as the Kent State shootings in 
Ohio were used here) to fan the violent 
campus riots. The false-flag operations 
were continued by the West German in- 
telligence agencies after German reunifi- 
cation. In 2002, the German government 
was embarrassed by the revelations that 
Germany’s leading neo-Nazi front, the 
National Democratic Party (NDP), was 
completely a government operation. The 
NDP’s ugly racist and anti-Semitic dem- 
onstrations were used by the government 
to pass “hate crime” legislation and stifle 
all political dissent. Evidence was released 
showing that top NDP officials had been 
paid agents tasked with stirring up perpet- 
ual anti-Semitic incidents that would keep 
Germany in turmoil. 

We have shown in many previous ar- 
ticles in THE NEW AMERICAN that the FBI, 
ATF, and other agencies of our federal 
government have also engaged in fund- 
ing, training, and promoting agents pro- 
vocateurs whose words and actions have 
jeopardized our freedom and caused last- 


ing damage to our national security and 
social cohesion. Radio talk-show host 
Hal Turner, known as the “Host of Hate” 
and the “Farmbelt Fuehrer,” is but one of 
many virulent racists exposed as having 
been funded for years by the FBI. Are 
any of the Charlottesville miscreants also, 
like Turner, agents provocateurs (paid or 
otherwise)? We don’t have definitive evi- 
dence to that effect, just yet, but judging 
from past experience, that likelihood is 
very high. Here is some of what we know 
at present. 

Jason Kessler: How did this recently 
“converted” left-wing Obama supporter 
end up being the organizer for a “Unite 
the Right” rally that did so much to dis- 
credit the Right? What does he truly be- 
lieve, and whom does he actually work 
for? Those questions remain unanswered. 
Kessler is one of the most recent alt-Right 
personalities to burst upon the scene, hav- 
ing inexplicably switched from being a 
progressive Democrat only in 2016. He is 
a former activist in Occupy Wall Street, 
the Marxist movement that proved to be 
a violent training ground for many of to- 
day’s Antifa rioters. He was a supporter 
of President Obama and gave thumbs up 
to Obama’s Iran deal. He was a consul- 
tant to a Democratic Senate candidate. He 
was pro-gun control, pro-abortion, and 
supported Obama’s radical environmen- 


21 


Convenient “convert”: Jason Kessler, a pro-abortion, pro-Obama, atheist, Occupy Wall Street 


Marxist, was suddenly catapulted to leadership of the phony “Unite the Right” movement. 


tal agenda. He also regurgitated the Left’s 
favorite talking points, such as the claim 
that Republicans are heartless ghouls who 
want to starve poor people and are actu- 
ally worse than serial killer Jeffrey Dah- 
mer: On January 26, 2012 Kessler posted 
a tweet on Nation One News stating, “Re- 
publicans in #cnndebate are grotesquely 
mesmerizing as an interview w/ a serial 
killer. @ least Dahmer couldnt wage war 
or starve poor ppl.” 

In the wake of the Charlottesville fiasco, 
some of Kessler’s closest allies repudiated 
him, apparently viewing his execrable cel- 
ebration of Heyer’s death as stepping over 
the line of acceptable behavior. “Heather 
Heyer was a fat, disgusting Communist. 
Communists have killed 94 million. Looks 
like it was payback time,” Kessler said in a 
tweet that linked to an article on the Daily 
Stormer, a neo-Nazi website. 

“IT will no longer associate w/ Jason 
Kessler; no one should. Heyer’s death was 
deeply saddening,” tweeted alt-Right guru 
Richard Spencer. “‘Payback’ is a morally 
reprehensible idea.” 

“This is terribly wrong and vile,” tweet- 
ed Tim Gionet, aka Baked Alaska. “We 
should not rejoice at the people who died 
in Charlottesville just because we disagree 
with them.” 

The Daily Caller, for which Kessler was 
a columnist, dropped him immediately. 

Kessler did more in that one tweet 
to confirm in the minds of millions the 
claim of radical Antifa professor Mike 
Isaacson that “anti-communism is code 
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for fascism” than all of the pro-Antifa 
tweets by the Left. 

Although, as President Trump has 
noted, there are many “good people” who 
are defending Confederate monuments, 
very few of them showed up at the Char- 
lottesville “Unite the Right” rally. Most of 
the genuinely good people, evidently, rec- 
ognized that the misfits invited by Kessler 
are national socialists, racial collectivists, 
and haters with whom they do not want 
to associate. Alt-Right media and Internet 
personality Gavin McInnes, founder of 
the Proud Boys, declined an invitation to 
speak at the rally because, he said, he was 
unwilling “to be associated with explicit 
neo-Nazis.” He was not the only one to 
decline, or to question Kessler’s selections 
and motives. Following the Charlottesville 
fiasco, speculation has run rife — and not 
only among the alt-Right — that Kessler 
is a plant, an agent provocateur in a “false 
flag” operation to discredit conservatives 
and the Trump administration and advance 
the Marxist-globalist agenda. 

In a 2015 blog post, Kessler reinforced 
that view, writing, “I can’t think of any 
occupation that I admire more than the 
professional provocateur, who has the 
courage and self-determination to court 
controversy despite all slings and arrows 
of the world.” 

Richard Spencer: “Germany, Israel 
repulsed by Nazi-style salutes at pro- 
Trump event.” That was the headline 
that greeted readers of Deutsche Welle, 
a major German newspaper, on Novem- 
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ber 23, 2016. The subtitle to the article 
read: “The German government said it 
is repulsed by the Nazi-style salutes at a 
far-right event in Washington this week. 
Trump has disavowed links to the innoc- 
uously named National Policy Institute 
(NPI), but doubts remain.” To reinforce 
the message, the Deutsche Welle article 
featured a photograph of a woman hold- 
ing up a sign with a picture of Adolf 
Hitler holding a Trump mask next to his 
face, along with the text, in big letters, 
“Make America HATE Again.” 

Similar stories appeared across the 
globe, appearing to confirm the incessant 
media barrage allegedly linking the newly 
elected President Trump to fascism. The 
man responsible for this global outrage 
directed at America and the new adminis- 
tration is 39-year-old provocateur Richard 
Spencer who aspires to be the philosopher 
and public intellectual of the alt-Right 
movement. He is credited with originat- 
ing the term, as an abbreviated form of 
Alternative Right, and is the owner of 
the altright.com and alternativeright.com 
websites. He is also the founder of Radix 
Journal and founder/owner of the Nation- 
al Policy Institute (NPI) referred to in the 
Deutsche Welle article referenced above. 
The event to which it refers was a Novem- 
ber 19, 2016 NPI conference in Washing- 
ton, D.C., at which Spencer ended his 
speech by declaring “Hail Trump! Hail 
our people! Hail victory!” It was clearly 
intended to invoke Nazi “Heil Hitler” 
comparisons. And to assure that that im- 
pression was made, several members of 
the audience gave the stiff-arm Nazi sa- 
lute. And, of course, a reporter from The 
Atlantic magazine, which is notoriously 
left-wing and anti-Trump, was there to re- 
cord this outburst and flash it around the 
world as proof of the coming Fourth Reich 
in Trumpland. 

Spencer followed up his “Hail Trump!” 
exploits — now referred to as Trump’s 
“Hailgate” — the following day, on Janu- 
ary 20, President Trump’s inauguration 
day, by being a “victim.” While standing 
and giving an interview on a sidewalk near 
the inaugural proceedings, a black-clad 
Antifa protester ran up and punched him 
in the side of the face. Video of the attack 
went viral, with Antifa websites and “pro- 
gressives” jubilantly flooding it across 
social media platforms. In a matter of 48 
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hours, the two events had made Spencer a 
global celebrity — even if a mostly reviled 
one at that. Some analysts are convinced 
that the Antifa punch was a staged affair, a 
brilliant publicity stroke devised by Spen- 
cer to catapult himself to stardom. They 
insist that the “puncher” pulled his punch, 
providing dramatic effect but no physical 
damage to Spencer. I have watched the 
video repeatedly and acknowledge that 
that view is certainly plausible, though not 
really provable. Regardless, it did indeed 
launch Spencer to global prominence. 
Richard Spencer is not your average 
racist troglodyte or stereotypical redneck 
hillbilly. He attended an elite prep school 
in Dallas, Texas, in 1997, before going 
on to secure a B.A. in English Literature 
and Music from the University of Virgina 
(2001), an M.A. in the Humanities from 
the University of Chicago (2003), and 
further studies at the Vienna International 
Summer University in Austria (2005 and 
2006). From 2005 to 2007, he attended a 
Ph.D. program at Duke University study- 
ing modern European intellectual history, 
but did not complete it. He also has served 
short editorial stints with The American 
Conservative and Takis Magazine. 
Spencer’s normal sartorial array — 


Flashy fashionista fascist: Richard Spencer dresses up national socialism in designer duds and 


dapper suit/sport coat and tie, together 
with his signature Reich-era haircut — is 
frequently described as fascist-chic (or 
“fashy”’), and he affects an air of erudi- 
tion, sprinkling his writing and speeches 
with German philosophers Friedrich Nie- 
tzsche and Carl Schmitt. Certainly not a 
champion of the Christian right, Spencer 
is an atheist and, like early 20th-century 
population-control advocate Margaret 
Sanger (and her Planned Parenthood fol- 
lowers today) he favors full legal access 
to abortion — especially for the black and 
brown races. He also doesn’t mind homo- 
sexual “marriage” and LGBT “rights.” He 
avoids the racist and neo-Nazi labels bra- 
zenly adopted by many of his confreres, 
and he prefers to speak in the softer terms 
of “white nationalism.” However, in re- 
cent months he has increasingly associated 
with the open Nazis. His most spectacular 
follow-up to the NPI “Hail Trump” event 
was his speech to the torch-bearing crowd 
of neo-Nazis in Charlottesville. 

“What brings us together is that we are 
white, we are a people, we will not be 
replaced,” Spencer told the rally. “You 
will not replace us. You will not destroy 
us.” As the torch-light march surged 
through the town, his words, chanted by 


uses the establishment media limelight to attach himself to Trump to discredit from within. 
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the marchers, morphed into “Jews will 
not replace us.” 

Spencer is not a small-government Re- 
publican by any stretch of the imagination. 
Indeed, in a video interview widely avail- 
able on the Internet, he endorsed socialism 
and socialized medicine. “To be honest, I 
am not totally opposed to socialism, when 
done right,” Spencer told the interviewer 
during a rally in Washington, D.C., on 
June 25 of this year. “I think we actual- 
ly should use the government to benefit 
ourselves, and the people of this country. 
I think we should have a national health 
care system. I think we should quadruple 
national parks. I think we should make this 
world a better place. I think government 
has a role to play in that.” 

That endorsement of national social- 
ism should surprise no one. The official 
name of the Nazi Party, after all, was the 
National Socialist German Workers’ Party. 
At that same rally, Spencer conspicuously 
posed for cameras in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial Reflecting Pool while holding 
his arm up in a classic clenched-fist salute 
used by communists and socialists world- 
wide. Thus, on the same day he publicly 
endorsed — verbally and symbolically — 
both national and international socialism. 
And this is the “alt-Right” individual the 
Fake News media have been promoting 
as the face of the “Right” in America, a 
convenient, unsavory strawman who can 
be used to discredit constitutionalists, con- 
servatives, and libertarians. 

Mike Peinovich, aka Mike Enoch: Cre- 
ator of the popular alt-Right blog The Right 
Stuff (TRS) and co-host of a podcast called 
The Daily Shoah (TDS), “Mike Enoch” 
is usually mentioned as a member of the 
alt-Right’s “First Triumverate,” together 
with Richard Spencer of AltRight.com 
and Andrew Anglin of the Daily Stormer. 
Peinovich/Enoch claims to have migrat- 
ed from libertarian/free market roots to 
“white nationalism” and “race realism.” 
However, he has denied being racist or 
a neo-Nazi — despite bragging that he 
was the first one to give the Nazi salute 
at Richard Spencer’s National Policy In- 
stitute conference following Trump’s elec- 
tion last November. He also has shown no 
qualms about associating with open neo- 
Nazis and racists, speaking at their events 
and hosting them on his website and 
podcast. His podcast, The Daily Shoah, 
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Scott Foval, Bob Creamer, and other “dirty tricks” 
agents for Hillary Clinton’s campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee (DNC) were caught in 
flagrante admitting to staging and instigating conflicts 


for maximum media effect. 


is openly anti-Semitic (the Hebrew word 
“shoah” being the Jewish name for the 
Holocaust). Thus, the alt-Right universe 
was thrown into a tailspin when Enoch 
was doxxed — a term referring to reveal- 
ing someone’s private information online 
— in January of this year. The doxxing re- 
vealed that “Mike Enoch” is really Mike 
Peinovich, a New York web developer. 
And (drum roll) his wife is Jewish. Peinov- 
ich’s wife had actually appeared on TDS/ 
TRS promoting anti-Semitic propaganda. 
The alt-Right blogosphere exploded. For- 
mer followers and allies denounced him 
as a Zionist agent provocateur — 
and worse. After initially denying 
the revelations, Peinovich admit- 
ted they are true and apologized 
for his deception. What his future 
will be in the alt-Right world is 
unclear, but his brand is definitely 
damaged among a large segment 
of erstwhile followers. 

Tim Gionet, aka Baked Alas- 
ka: A white rapper and doper 
with a reported genius for Inter- 
net marketing, Tim Gionet trans- 
planted himself from Alaska to 
California to seek his fortune. 
He got hired by the liberal-left 
news site BuzzFeed, and, report- 
edly, used his marketing savvy to 
hugely boost BuzzFeed’s traffic. 
He also was a supporter of Black 
Lives Matter. BuzzFeed, in turn, 
gave Gionet a break into online 
show business. However, accord- 
ing to Gionet, he couldn’t take 
BuzzFeed’s corporate culture of 
feminist and “anti-white” political 
correctness. He jumped on board 
the Trump train in 2016, but his 
increasingly anti-Semitic and pro- 
Nazi postings on Twitter caused 
him to be disinvited (along with 
Richard Spencer) from the De- 
ploraBall by alt-Right impresario 
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Unabashed Hitlerite: Andrew Anglin 


Mike Cernovich. The Spencer/Gionet- 
aligned forces that have taken the plunge 
into the deeper waters of neo-Nazism 
scornfully refer to the Cernovich camp as 
“Alt-Light.” Gionet was a speaker at the 
“Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville. 

Andrew Anglin: Unlike those he criti- 
cizes as “Alt-Light,” Anglin, the publisher 
of the neo-Nazi website The Daily Stormer, 
is not in the least bit subtle. He is given 
to referring to Jews as “kikes” and post- 
ing remarks such as: “The day is coming 
when we’re going to tear down the hoax 
[Holocaust] memorial in Berlin and replace 


(shown wearing a Trump 
MAGA cap), publisher of the neo-Nazi website The Daily 
Stormer, is perfectly scripted to reinforce the false media 
narrative of Trump voters as racist and fascist. 


it with a statue of Hitler 1,000 feet tall.” 
Here’s another Anglin gem: “I ask myself 
this, in all things: WWHD? (What Would 
Hitler Do?).... Hitler was, ultimately, the 
symbolic (and in some ways actual real life) 
culmination of traditional Europeanism.” 

Matthew “Matt” Heimbach and 
Jeff Schoep: Matt Heimbach, age 26, 
heralded as the new hot thing in the 
neo-Nazi revival, is the founder of the 
Traditionalist Workers Party and the Tra- 
ditionalist Youth Network. In 2016, he 
got together with Jeff Schoep, age 43, 
head of the National Socialist Movement 
(NSM), to launch the National Front, 
which was to be a grand coalition of doz- 
ens of KKK, neo-Nazi, racist, and Aryan 
skinhead groups. Like most other similar 
efforts over the years, the effort quickly 
fell apart, with bickering, in-fighting, and 
back-biting. But Schoep and Heimbach 
are continuing to push the coalition ef- 
fort. A decade ago NSM was rocked by 
the revelation that Andrea Herrington, the 
wife of NSM chairman emeritus 
(and Schoep’s mentor) Cliff Her- 
rington, was then high priestess in 
the Oklahoma-based Joy of Satan 
Ministries. In July 2016, mem- 
bers of Heimbach’s Traditional- 
ist Workers Party and the Golden 
State Skins gained national noto- 
riety in a violent clash with Antifa 
and BAMN (By Any Means Nec- 
essary) activists at the California 
State Capitol in Sacramento. Sev- 
eral people were stabbed and doz- 
ens were arrested. 

aK 

After the defamatory campaign of 
the past year, in which the media 
justly earned its “Fake News” label 
for visciously attacking everyone to 
the right of Hillary Clinton as racist 
and fascist, many patriots may be 
inclined to think that maybe the alt- 
Right individuals profiled above are 
also fellow patriots who have been 
unfairly smeared. No, they are not; 
they are the false opposition whose 
job it is to “discredit from within.” 
And they will do so — if we allow 
the left-wing media campaign to 
succeed in promoting these perni- 
cious reprobates as authentic repre- 
sentatives and leaders of the Ameri- 
can “Right.” 
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In business and in life, you make a 
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AMERICAN PRINCIPLES 


Should a New 
Constitutional Convention 
Be Called to Fix the 
Constitution? 


When the Founders framed the Consti- 
tution, they were humble enough to ac- 
knowledge that the document might require 
changes from time to time, to accommodate 
changing circumstances. Accordingly, they 
provided, in Article V, two ways by which 
the Constitution could be modified. The 
first, by amendment, required two-thirds 
of each of the two houses of Congress to 
propose, and three-fourths of the state leg- 
islatures to ratify, a difficult process that 
has delivered 27 amendments over the 
Constitution’s nearly 230-year history. The 
second, by convening a new constitutional 
convention, requires the “application of 
the legislatures of two thirds of the several 
states,” and has never taken place. Both 
methods were deliberately made difficult 
by the Founders, for a very important rea- 
son: The Constitution, as the “fundamental 
law” intended to restrain the government, 
should not be something the government 
itself can alter at whim. 

As a result of the difficulties inher- 
ent in changing the Constitution, dozens 
of amendments proposed over the years 
have failed to meet the rigorous standards 
for ratification. There is now a growing 
movement in favor of convening a new 
constitutional convention, with a view 
to correcting en masse a host of alleged 
deficiencies in the document as it stands. 
It is touted as a one-time fix to seem- 
ingly intractable problems ranging from 
the right to life to term limits. A consti- 
tutional convention is clearly both legal 
and constitutional. But is it wise? 

Consider the makeup of our two exist- 
ing legislatures. Since the inauguration 
of President Trump and the swearing in 
of the latest bicameral GOP majority in 
Congress, we have waited in vain for the 
long-promised repeal of blatantly uncon- 
stitutional measures such as ObamaCare 
and Dodd-Frank. Tax cuts may prove po- 
litically feasible, but corresponding cuts in 
unconstitutional Big Government certain- 
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ly will not. The only significant attempts 
to rein in Big Government have come 
from the president himself, who has exer- 
cised his very limited authority to reverse 
certain Obama-era executive usurpations. 
But the president’s stated desire to “drain 
the swamp” obviously has few supporters, 
in either party, on Capitol Hill. 

Nor will electing more Republicans 
necessarily be any solution. A large num- 
ber of Republicans, both in the Senate and 
the House, have already demonstrated 
their distaste for limited government by 
stymieing a variety of spending cuts. In 
fact, not a single unconstitutional Big 
Government entitlement program has ever 
been repealed, which is why ObamaCare, 
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, stu- 
dent loan programs, and many others con- 
tinue to deplete the public coffers. 

This, then, is the true state of politics in 
the United States in our day. We the people 
have elected a majority of representatives 
and senators who refuse to honor their 
oaths to the Constitution, and are now so 
rudderless that they are incapable of even 
passing a federal budget. On their watch 
and ours, debts continue to pile up at a 
dizzying rate even as the constitutional 
system of limited government and checks 
and balances is systematically dismantled 
by that same leadership. 

A constitutional convention would con- 
sist of the same sort of people who are run- 
ning our government into the ground, low- 
information legislators eager to throw out 
or severely curtail the First Amendment, 
the Second Amendment, the 10th Amend- 
ment, and any other explicit constitutional 
check on federal power. The left-wing ex- 
tremists at such a convention would, as al- 
ways, have the loudest voices, and would 
be mostly opposed by milquetoast right- 
wingers eager for compromise. A large 
number of delegates to such a convention 
would be as ignorant of the Constitution 
and as contemptuous of our Founding Fa- 
thers and their values as our elected know- 
nothings in Congress. The likelihood of a 
second constitutional convention produc- 
ing a brain trust in any way comparable to 
the Founding Fathers at Philadelphia is nil. 

This alone is sufficient practical grounds 


for rejecting a new convention out of hand. 
But there is another, a matter more of prin- 
ciple than politics: The Constitution as it 
stands has no deficiencies requiring such 
an extreme measure as a full-blown con- 
vention for their remedy. The reason that 
our government has strayed so far from 
its constitutional roots is that our politi- 
cal leadership routinely ignores it, and the 
public that elects them refuses to hold them 
accountable. Unfortunately, no constitu- 
tion, no matter how exquisitely crafted its 
checks on power may be, is adequate rem- 
edy for a populace enmired in ignorance 
and vice. Much of the American public is 
profoundly frustrated with their elected 
leadership — but not frustrated enough, 
yet, for a significant number of people to 
put aside the myriad stupefying sources 
of entertainment that keep them in thrall, 
and become acquainted with the ideas of 
the Founders. In other words, we have, by 
public inaction, permitted our government 
to set aside the Constitution, and now re- 
assure ourselves that it is the Constitution 
itself that is to blame. 

The Constitution, in any form, will only 
work to the degree that those being gov- 
erned by it are willing to submit to such 
a radical scheme of government. In most 
traditional forms of government, the rulers 
tell the people what to do, under an assump- 
tion that only the ruling class possesses the 
virtue and understanding to govern effec- 
tively. Under our Constitution, the reverse 
is true — but only insofar as the people 
themselves possess the virtue and under- 
standing to direct their political leadership. 
John Adams famously pointed out that “our 
Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any other.” 

Absent a moral, cultural, and education- 
al renewal in our country, the status quo 
will persist. Should we the people reverse 
course and begin electing the likes of Ron 
Paul and Justin Amash to Congress with 
enough consistency to actual begin rolling 
back Big Government and re-enshrining 
the Constitution, the Constitution will 
work just fine. No convention, now or 
ever, is required. 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT GHALLENGES 


POLITICAL CORRECTNESS 


Dr. Everett Piper, president of Oklahoma Wesleyan University, rebuked students for 
whining about having their ethics and beliefs tested. This book expands upon the theme. 


sri ae 
C/I 


THE DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES 


OF ABANDONING TRUTH 


by Steve Byas 


Not a Day Care: The Devastating Con- 
sequences of Abandoning Truth, by Dr. 
Everett Piper, Washington, D.C.: Regnery 
Faith, 2017, 199 pages, hardcover. 


uring Thanksgiving week of 
D 2015, Dr. Everett Piper, president 

of Oklahoma Wesleyan Univer- 
sity in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, received a 
call from one of his vice presidents. 

“Dr. Piper, I wanted to give you a heads 
up,” the vice president began. “One of our 
students confronted me after I spoke in 
chapel service this morning. He told me 
I should have had a trigger warning prior 
to my sermon because it offended him and 
made him feel uncomfortable.” 

After reviewing the text of the vice 
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president’s message, Dr. Piper discovered 
that the sermon was based on First Cor- 
inthians chapter 13, in which the Apostle 
Paul extols the value of love. The sermon 
included no sarcasm, and had no political 
content. “It was a clear call to Christian 
charity, nothing more and nothing less,” 
Piper noted. 

The problem was that the student felt 
uncomfortable for being unloving, after 
hearing a sermon on love. 

Piper decided to use his university web- 
site to address the issue. “This past week, I 
actually had a student come forward after 
a university chapel service and complain 
because he felt ‘victimized’ by a sermon 
on the topic of 1 Corinthians 13. It appears 
this young scholar felt offended because a 
homily on love made him feel bad for not 
showing love.” 

Piper added, “That feeling of discom- 
fort you have after listening to a sermon 
is called a conscience. An altar call is sup- 
posed to make you feel bad. It is supposed 
to make you feel guilty.” 

After a few more similar remarks, Piper 
concluded by asserting that college was 
not a “safe place,” but rather, “a place to 
learn.... This is a place where you will 
quickly learn that you need to grow up. 
This is not a day care. This is a university.” 

The post went “viral,” and within a 
week it had been shared by millions of 
people around the world, making Piper 
an overnight sensation. His “phone rang 
off the hook as emails and letters poured 
in from parents,” thanking him for saying 
something that needed to be said. 

In Not a Day Care: The Devastating 
Consequences of Abandoning Truth, Piper 
expands on the sentiments expressed in 
his original post, discussing the state of 
American education and culture and the 
connections between the two. “Today’s 
law students are tomorrow’s lawyers and 
judges — and if you wonder why so many 


judges legislate from the bench, take a 
look at what they teach in law school. 
Today’s business students are tomorrow’s 
business leaders — and if you wonder why 
so many corporations are so politically 
correct, take a look at what they teach in 
business school.” 

Universities were Christian-created 
institutions of the Middle Ages, Piper ex- 
plains, to represent “a united body of stu- 
dents and teachers pursuing truth.” Unfor- 
tunately, most American universities today 
reject truth. This is in stark contrast with 
their founding mission. As Piper correctly 
notes, Harvard was founded and funded by 
a Christian minister, John Harvard, with 
the express mission to “let every student 
be plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed 
to consider well, the main end of life and 
studies is, to know God and Jesus Christ 
which is eternal life and therefore to lay 
Christ in the bottom, as the only founda- 
tion of all sound knowledge and learning.” 
The other Ivy League schools, such as 
Yale, were founded on similar statements. 

This began to change, Piper writes, with 
the founding of Johns Hopkins in 1876 on 
the “German model”: “American education 
as a whole, through the course of the latter 
part of the nineteenth century and the entire 
twentieth century, became much more utili- 
tarian than religious, much more focused on 
economic and social needs than on philoso- 
phy and the study of ethics.” Other colleges 
followed suit, including the older ones. 

Today, American universities cannot 
even call evil by its name. Piper offers 
the example of an attack upon Ohio State 
students in November 2016 by Abdul 
Artan, who drove a vehicle into a crowd. 
He followed up by slashing and stabbing 
victims with a butcher knife before he was 
killed by police officers. “A Muslim stu- 
dent from Somalia,” Piper writes, “Artan 
posted Facebook rants prior to the attack 
that revealed it to be an act of jihad.” 
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Afterward, Piper found Ohio State’s 
reaction to Artan’s attack shocking. The 
university invited Nathan Lean, author 
of The Islamophobia Industry, to campus 
to help students overcome their “preju- 
dice” and value “pluralism and diversity.” 
Amazingly, protesters then gathered on 
campus to read the names of “people of 
color” who had been killed by police of- 
ficers, including Artan, listing him as yet 
another victim! 

This failure to discern right from 
wrong is not new to the college campus, 
Piper notes, recalling his own experi- 
ence as dean of a liberal arts college in 
Michigan. As dean, he taught the fresh- 
man orientation course. He required these 
students to watch Schindler’s List, and 
react to it with a short paper. “My intent 
was to force the students to think about 
the ‘Christian culture’ of World War II 
Germany and ask themselves these ques- 
tions: Why would any group of people 
ever succumb to the atrocities of the 
Holocaust? Why did the German culture 
— the culture out of which the Protestant 
Reformation came — lose sight of the 
truth to the extent that it could no longer 
recognize something like genocide and 
mass murder as being so clearly evil and 
wrong?” 

To Piper’s surprise, one student re- 
sponded with a well-written paper that 
concluded with, “Who am I to judge the 
Germans?” 

Piper’s book is full of examples of the 
effects of moral relativism upon college 
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students at public universities, but he 
also has a warning for those who believe 
this has not infected a large number of 
schools that call themselves “Christian.” 
At Texas Christian University, students 
enrolled in a world religions course were 
required to attend a Muslim mosque on 
Good Friday. 

Some Christian schools teach their stu- 
dents apologetics (how to defend one’s 
Christian faith), Piper said, while other 
Christian schools teach their students 
how to apologize for social injustices. “At 
the University of San Diego, a Catholic 
school, black and LGBTQ students de- 
manded that administrators denounce a 
Catholic saint and remove his name from 
a campus building because of his ‘colo- 
nialist legacy.’ Not surprisingly, other de- 
mands included adding ‘gender-neutral’ 
bathrooms.” 

Based on his experience of interacting 
with other Christian university leaders, 
Piper has concluded there are three types 
of Christian schools, (1) Christian in name 
or heritage only; (2) Christian in appear- 
ance but not substance; and (3) Christian 
in word or deed. 

The first group includes schools that 
“might retain references to the faith in 
their name,” but “in practice they have 
openly left orthodox Christianity behind.” 
The second group Piper finds the “most 
pernicious.” While advertising themselves 
to parents and students as being faithful 
to Scripture and historic Christian belief, 
they “routinely hire faculty to teach un- 
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biblical and anti-Christian doctrines to stu- 
dents.” In these schools, the Bible classes 
may appear orthodox, but “the sociology 
or Western literature classes” have an “an- 
ti-Christian bias.” 

“Let me be clear on this,” Piper writes. 
“T want my faculty to teach the inerrancy 
of Scripture and the historical veracity of 
the biblical worldview while presenting 
opposing points of view. Just as I want 
my students to understand the LGBQT 
argument better than anyone else, and to 
understand the biblical response to it.” 

This type of teaching used to be stan- 
dard in a university. In fact, it was consid- 
ered part of a “liberal education.” While 
today “liberal” often means statist and sec- 
ular, that was not the meaning in the past. 
“Today’s constitutional conservative is in 
fact yesterday’s classical liberal,” Piper 
rightly states. “The word liberal implies 
liberty and liberty demands justice and 
freedom — in that context I am a liberal! 
The current cultural definition of liberal 
has been stolen, co-opted and, frankly, 
perverted into something it was never in- 
tended to be.” 

“T am a liberal,” Piper explains, “be- 
cause I believe in conservation. There are 
ideas tested by time, defended by reason, 
validated by experience, and confirmed 
by revelation; and these ideas should be 
conserved. I believe in common sense and 
natural law. We do know rape is wrong, 
the Holocaust was bad, and hatred and rac- 
ism are to be reviled.” 

Because Piper believes in a liberal edu- 
cation, as he has defined it in the context 
of classical liberalism, he has a particu- 
lar animus toward the push for Common 
Core. “Elites dictate what the teacher will 
teach,” with Common Core, Piper con- 
tends. “The goal of the educator should 
be the pursuit of truth, not the embrace of 
the common.” 

Unfortunately, in America today, uni- 
versity presidents like Piper are not very 
common. 

Not a Day Care is a worthwhile quick 
read, entertaining and informative at the 
same time. Dr. Piper’s book is a needed 
antidote to the moral relativism and anti- 
liberty mind-set promoted on most cam- 
puses today. Far too few university ad- 
ministrators share his dedication to the 
founding principles of the concept of the 
university. i 
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ICU Grandpa 


On September 29, People magazine hon- 
ored a man for his incredible devotion to 
the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta hos- 
pital over the last 12 years. 

David Deutchman, 82, has been dubbed 
the “ICU Grandpa” by Children’s Health- 
care of Atlanta because he has been visit- 
ing babies in the neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU) for more than a decade. Dur- 
ing his visits, which take place on Tues- 
days and Thursdays, he holds and talks to 
the babies whose parents are unable to be 
with them. 

“It is very gratifying, not just because 
the babies are crying and you help them 
to stop crying,” Deutchman, from Atlanta, 
told People. “There are a lot of benefits 
to that warm connection of being held — 
when a baby puts their face against your 
heartbeat, there’s a benefit there. I came to 
love it, but not just because of the connec- 
tion with the babies, but the whole atmo- 
sphere of the hospital.” 

Deutchman is a retired international 
business marketer who was in search of 
volunteer opportunities. He first began 
serving in the hospital’s pediatric unit be- 
fore being asked to assist in the NICU. 

Beyond simply cuddling with fussy 
babies, Deutchman also offers a source 
of comfort to concerned parents who 
find themselves in the NICU. “I talk with 
mothers and sometimes I hold their hand, 
because holding a mom’s hand is just as 
important as holding a baby,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of stress for these parents. 
Having somebody tell them they can go 
get breakfast and assure them I’1l be there 
with their baby, it means something to 
them. It’s important.” 

For the parents of the NICU babies, it 
is a major source of comfort to know that 
Deutchman is there to hold and coddle 
their children when they cannot be there. 

That’s what Mary Beth Brulotte of La- 
Grange, Georgia, told Today. “Every mom 
pictures their baby in their crib all alone 
crying,” Brulotte said. She explained that 
she has to leave her infant son, Logan, 
alone at the hospital at times to go home, 
which is two hours from the facility, so 
that she can also care for her eight-year- 
old daughter. But according to Brulotte, 
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those concerns were assuaged the first 
time she met Deutchman. “I was heading 
in and was filled with anxiety. It was just 
wiped away when I saw him there holding 
Logan fast asleep,” she said. 


Lemonade 4 Lunch 


Six-year-old Amiah Van Hill of Hayden, 
Idaho, set up her own lemonade stand last 
summer, not to raise money for anything 
on her own wish list, but to help her fellow 
students. 

KREM 2 reported that Hill set up a 
“Lemonade 4 Lunch” stand to help raise 
money for students’ lunch debts at the 
Coeur d’ Alene Public School district. 

Hill was reportedly inspired to start the 
fundraising efforts after hearing a story 
about a Seattle man named John Lew who 
helped raise more than $50,000 for his 
state’s lunch debt. She decided to set a goal 
of $23,000. She realized it would take a 
long time to reach such a lofty goal with 
just a weekend lemonade stand, so she also 
took to GoFundMe to help raise the money. 

“T wanted to help forgive the outstand- 
ing school lunch balance of other families 
at my school,” Hill’s GoFundMe page ex- 
plains. “I would like to help more families 
and more schools in the Coeur d’Alene 
Public School district. I will continue my 
weekend lemonade stands to reach my 
$23,000 goal in order to completely pay 
off the entire debt of the district but want- 
ed to reach more people with GoFundMe.” 

In just one month, she raised $14,000, 
and the campaign will continue until her 
goal is reached. 


Fillings on Freedom Day 


A dental office in Rapid City, Michigan, 
came up with a unique way to give back 
to local veterans. The Orchard Meadows 
Family Dental office dedicated October 
13 to providing free dental service for our 
nation’s veterans. 

Orchard Meadows Family Dental mar- 
keting director Daniela Stetser said, “We 
have the capability to give back to them. 
We realize the sacrifices they’ve made 
about not being around their children, and 
missing holidays, and being overseas, and 
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coming back, and not necessarily feeling 
comfortable.” 

Among the services provided by the of- 
fice were teeth cleanings, fillings, extrac- 
tions, and oral cancer screenings. More than 
50 veterans took advantage of the facility’s 
free offerings, BlackHills Fox reported. 


Burnt Barbecue 


Sometimes when the going gets tough, 
the tough get cooking. On October 12, 
television celebrity chef Guy Fieri was 
among the thousands of Californians to 
be evacuated from his house as a result of 
the deadly wildfires that burned through 
Northern California. In an effort to lift the 
spirits of his displaced comrades, Fieri de- 
cided to host a barbecue at the evacuation 
center in Santa Rosa, California. Accord- 
ing to KQED, Fieri, a Santa Rosa resident, 
served barbecued meats and macaroni and 
cheese to thousands of evacuees. 

Fieri told KQED that he had been evacu- 
ated very early that morning. “The smoke 
was really bad,” he said. “We had to evacu- 
ate at two in the morning, and we grabbed 
what we could, taking pictures off the wall 
as fast as we could. Jumped in the truck, 
loaded in the dogs, and away we went.” 

But rather than spend his time fearing 
the worst, he decided that he would help 
distract all of the evacuated residents who 
were likely experiencing the same fears. 
“So I called the Salvation Army in Santa 
Rosa and I said, ‘I’m ready, I’ve got an 
army, I’m ready to help,’” Fieri explained. 
“And they said, “Bring it.’” 

Fieri showed up at the evacuation center 
with a trailer and his crew, as well as a 
wood-fired oven and a barbecue smoker. 

Some cynics have claimed that Fieri’s 
decision to use a smoker was insensitive 
to the wildfire victims and accused him of 
engaging in a publicity stunt, but Fieri was 
unscathed. “If that’s what you think and 
you’re that shallow at a time like this with 
what we’re facing, then there’s no changing 
your mind about that,” he said. “This isn’t a 
PR stunt. You don’t see my banners up. I’m 
not promoting anything. I’m just here cook- 
ing. This is feeding people. People need 
help, and I’m here to help. That’s it.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Slave 


The Deep Histo 
of the Great Evil , ou “Wy 


1) 


Modern observers single out America as being responsible for the great evil of slavery. 
But, put in full historical context, the great achievement of the Founders is the first real 
bulwark against one of civilization’s darkest and most pervasive evils. 


by Dennis Behreanat 


epresentative John Conyers (D- 
R Mich.), now 88 years old and 

America’s longest-serving member 
of Congress, has done once more what he 
has done in each Congress in which he has 
served, namely, introduce a bill calling for 
reparations for slavery. Introduced for the 
28th time, Conyers’ bill, HR 40, presently 
has 32 cosponsors. 

In its introduction, the bill calls on 
Congress to “address the fundamental 
injustice, cruelty, brutality, and inhuman- 
ity of slavery in the United States and the 


13 American colonies between 1619 and 
1865 and to establish a commission to 
study and consider a national apology and 
proposal for reparations for the institu- 
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tion of slavery, its subsequent de jure and 
de facto racial and economic discrimina- 
tion against African-Americans, and the 
impact of these forces on living African- 
Americans, to make recommendations to 
the Congress on appropriate remedies, and 
for other purposes.” 

Among those appropriate remedies 
to be considered are reparations. “If the 
Commission finds that such compensation 
is warranted, what should be the amount 
of compensation, what form of compensa- 
tion should be awarded, and who should 
be eligible for such compensation” will 
be among the questions that the commit- 
tee would determine. 

Irrespective of the issue of reparations, 
this bill, and most modern discussion of 
slavery, presupposes the idea that Amer- 


ica is not only especially guilty of slav- 
ery, but is solely responsible for slavery. 
This central idea is embedded within the 
broader racist contention that whites in 
general and white American men in par- 
ticular are responsible for, and guilty of, 
the barbarity of slavery. 

Mother Jones, in its coverage of the 
Conyers legislation, declares that “Amer- 
ica Has Never Truly Atoned For Slavery.” 
In 2016, the United Nations singled out 
the United States as particularly respon- 
sible for slavery, chastising the country for 
“the legacy of colonial history, enslave- 
ment, racial subordination and segrega- 
tion, racial terrorism and racial inequal- 
ity.” The UN’s conclusions followed only 
a few months after an article published 
by both Salon and AlterNet that assigned 
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sole blame for slavery and racism 
to America in general and white 
men in particular, using peculiarly 
apocalyptic rhetoric. “The future 
of life on the planet depends on 
bringing the 500-year rampage of 
the white man to a halt,” the article 
thundered. “For five centuries his 
ever more destructive weaponry 
has become far too common. His 
widespread and better systems of 
exploiting other humans and nature 
dominate the globe.” 

Slavery, like genocide, its near 
relative, is among the greatest 
crimes that can be perpetrated and 
is deplored and opposed by anyone 
and everyone who is a friend of 
liberty. But those who most aggres- 
sively point to America’s “special 
guilt” for slavery and racism do so 
while engaging in their own brand 
of dangerously racist identity poli- 
tics. These always seek to divide 
groups and pit them against each 
other, with the goal being to dimin- 
ish individual rights and liberties 
for everyone. 

Avoiding the traps laid by dema- 
gogues and tyrants in pursuit of 
power requires a clear view of his- 
tory. Those looking back to the past 
will find that not only is America 
not solely guilty and responsible 
for slavery, but that slavery, like 
tyranny in general, has been a universally 
endemic pox on post-Neolithic human ex- 
istence and that America was and remains 
the first and most powerful impediment to 
these evils. 


The Genesis of Tyranny 

The beginning of civilization is lost in 
the deep mists of time, beginning, it is 
thought, not long after the last of the ice 
retreated 10,000 or more years ago. In 
what is called the “Neolithic Revolution,” 


some hunter gatherers gradually transi- 
tioned to more settled agricultural lives, 
forming villages and even early cities. 
Many of these remain incredibly myste- 
rious. Among the oldest is Catalhéyiik, a 
city that may have housed 10,000 people 
and that was already thousands of years 
ancient when the pyramids appeared in 
Egypt. Older still is Gdbekli Tepe, and, if 
possible, even more mysterious, as it has 
long been thought that very early Neo- 
lithic human society would not be capable 


In 2016, the United Nations singled out the United States as 
particularly responsible for slavery, chastising the country for “the 


legacy of colonial history, enslavement, racial subordination and 


segregation, racial terrorism and racial inequality.” 


32 


As old as civilization itself? The 
Ur-Nammu code is one of history’s 
earliest law codes, and it codifies the 
legal conditions regulating slavery, 
demonstrating the early integration of 
the evil practice in human civilization. 


of the social organization necessary 
for the construction of such a site. 

Though there is little but specu- 
lation about the people who lived 
in and built sites such as Gébekli 
Tepe and Catalhéyik and other an- 
cient late Paleolithic and early Neo- 
lithic settlements, it is often thought 
they lived in a form of Utopia, an 
ancient Eden where all were equal 
and peace prevailed. 

Yet it was at this time that social 
organization began to include kin- 
ship arrangements that resulted in 
families, embedded within larger 
clans that were themselves embed- 
ded within the villages, arrangements 
that likely provided both advantages 
and tensions within the villages. 

How this developed, and the 
stratification this may have led 
to, was described by archeologist 
Dr. Cédric Bodet of Mugla Sitki 
Kogman University in Turkey. In 
a paper on Gdbekli Tepe, Bodet 
argued that women, due to the im- 
portance of motherhood for the sur- 
vival of the group, were exchanged 
in a structural way between village clans. 

Bodet posits that at Gdbekli Tepe, as in 
other early Neolithic villages, social strati- 
fication began as a means of avoiding en- 
dogamy (i.e., incest) through the exchange 
of women between clans. 

“The group, which can be referred to 
as a tribe, is artificially divided into sub- 
groups (moieties, clans, sections, descent 
lines, etc.) exchanging their women on the 
basis of reciprocity, according to which a 
subgroup gives its women and receives, 
immediately or belatedly, the same num- 
ber. The internal division follows either 
one of the genitors, according to the recog- 
nized type of descent: female in a matrilin- 
eal society, or a male in a patrilineal one. A 
horizontal or generational division can be 
added to this vertical division, thus assign- 
ing everyone a class.... In primitive societ- 
ies, which include (early) Neolithic ones, 
kinship is thus termed ‘classificatory.’” 
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Bodet notes, for example, that in prac- 
tice, “exogamous groups exchange mates 
in asymmetrical pattern: a man from moi- 
ety A can only marry a woman from moi- 
ety B and vice versa; in its simplest form, 
referred to as the dualistic organization, 
the men of two moieties exchange their 
sisters. Sometimes divided once more into 
4 sections (where a generational param- 
eter intervenes), and sometimes again into 
8 subsections, the tribe always operates 
under a direct and reciprocal pattern of 
exchange and does not open itself to other 
groups (at least for matters of alliance).” 

It’s possible, and probably a certainty, 
that from this arrangement, jealousies and 
conflicts may arise. This is exacerbated 
almost certainly by the simultaneously 
arising stratification by craft or skill. This 
includes the rise of skilled agriculturalists, 
magicians, priests, and healers, and the ad- 
vent of early skilled workers in metallurgy, 
with evidence of copper tools appearing as 
early as 5000 B.C. in the form of a cop- 
per awl found in a woman’s grave at Tel 
Tsaf, an archaeological site in Israel. In- 
terestingly, that awl appears to have been 
made of copper that originated over 600 
miles away, demonstrating the existence 


of extensive trade networks and complex 
organization. 

The social stratification of the villages 
in the form of clans as described by Pro- 
fessor Bodet, along with the rise of techni- 
cal specialization in economic activities, 
contributed to the growth of early political 
organization, and with it, armed conflict. 

Twentieth-century humanist historian 
Herbert J. Muller described the outcome, 
and hinted at the relationship of this to the 
rise of slavery in his book Freedom in the 
Ancient World: 


Although the early villagers seem 
everywhere to have been peaceful 
types, the neolithic revolution itself 
had destructive potentialities. If man 
was no longer merely preying on na- 
ture, killing for his livelihood, he was 
exploiting nature more aggressive- 
ly.... And as he prospered he began 
struggling more violently for survival 
against his own kind. The spread of 
neolithic culture stimulated cupid- 
ity and conflict as well as creativity; 
the fences around early villages gave 
way to ramparts. The abrupt changes 
in culture that sometimes appear in 
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the layers of settlements found in 
Near Eastern mounds suggest that in- 
vaders conquered the previous inhab- 
itants. The newcomers may not have 
exterminated them, but put them to 
work.... In the long run the mixture 
resulting from such conquests would 
prove a major means to the develop- 
ment and enrichment of culture. The 
process was nonetheless hard on the 
villager, the embryonic slave. 


Conquest, Genocide, and Slavery 

The relationship between military con- 
quest and slavery is so ubiquitous that it 
can almost be considered causal. It simi- 
larly underscores the relationship between 
slavery and genocide, two seemingly sep- 
arate crimes that are, in fact, intimately 
related. 

Genocide came first. In early warfare in 
the ancient near east, those defeated in war 
or captured were usually killed. Accord- 
ing to the late Assyriologist Ignace Gelb of 
the University of Chicago, “In the primi- 
tive, subsistence economy of tribal and 
semi tribal societies, POWs are normally 
killed. They are killed because on this low 
economic level there is no way to utilize 


Advanced oppression: Slavery was integral to Roman civilization, yet those yearning for freedom struggled against oppression despite the odds 
and the repercussions. After the revolt of the slaves under Spartacus, at least 6,000 slaves who had fought for their freedom were put to death by 
crucifixion in a bloody and public display of state power and depravity. 
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them effectively, and because controls 
over unruly, foreign elements, normally 
exercised by the established state appara- 
tus, are lacking.” 

The early Near Eastern cultures had 
laws against killing, as transmitted down 
to the present by the ancient codes of 
Hammurabi and Ur-Nammu, for example. 
The latter, a code dating to 2100 B.C., de- 
mands that any man who commits murder 
or who commits a robbery is to be killed. 
Yet this law does not apply to war cap- 
tives. By virtue of defeat and capture in 
war, those captured have had their native 
clan and kinship relationships severed. 
Whether or not early Near Eastern soci- 
ety had a well-rounded understanding of 
individualism apart from the kinship sys- 
tem or not, the severing of the kinship re- 
lationship by defeat in war left the captive 
devoid of legitimate connection to society. 
The conqueror was, therefore, within the 
law fully able to dispose of captives in any 
way desired, either through slaughter, or 
later, the living death of slavery. 

This turns out to have been true not 
only in the Near East, but in other primi- 
tive societies as well. “I am aware of the 
sporadic existence of slavery derived from 
POWs among the so-called primitive so- 
cieties, as among the African Dahomey 
and Ashanti and the Creeks of northeast 
America, where POW slaves were at times 
sacrificed, at times utilized as labor,” Gelb 
wrote. “But it is interesting to note that 
even among the Aztecs, whose economy 
was on a much higher level than that of the 
tribal, ‘primitive’ societies, POWs were 
generally killed, if not on the battlefield, 
then in the temples, where they were sac- 
rificed to the gods by the thousands.” 

Roughly dating to the same era as the 
Ur-Nammu code, we have coming down 
to the present ancient reports of the dispo- 
sition of war captives. Roughly between 
the years 2043 and 2034 B.C., during the 
reign of the king Su-Sin of the Third Dy- 
nasty of Ur, the region around Simanum 


The excess went to the Americas: The Atlantic slave trade took advantage of the pervasive 
nature of slavery in Africa. Eighteenth-century explorer Mungo Park noted of his travels in Africa 
that he found slaves “nearly in proportion of three to one to the freemen.” 


was defeated. According to Gelb, Su-Sin 
“offered (the population) ex-voto to his 
‘servitude,’ and settled the enemy ‘slaves,’ 
his booty, in a town on the frontier of Nip- 
pur for (dedicated to?) Enlil and Ninlil.” 

It would be tempting to think of the slav- 
ery of war captives by kings such as Su-Sin 
as deviations from normal society, but the 
Ur-Nammu code, in that it contains several 
clauses related to laws on slavery, demon- 
strates thereby that the practice of slavery 
was normal and common in the Near East. 
In its relevant sections, the code mandates: 

¢ If a slave marries a slave, and that 
slave is set free, he does not leave the 
household. 

¢ If a slave marries a native (i.e., free) 
person, he is to hand the firstborn son over 
to his owner. 

¢ If a man proceeded by force, and de- 
flowered the virgin female slave of an- 
other man, that man must pay five shekels 
of silver. 


Defeat in war left the captive devoid of legitimate connection to 


society. The conqueror was, therefore, within the law fully able to 


dispose of captives in any way desired, either through slaughter, or 


later, the living death of slavery. 
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¢ Ifa slave escapes from the city limits, 
and someone returns him, the owner shall 
pay two shekels to the one who returned 
him. 

¢ If a man’s slave-woman, comparing 
herself to her mistress, speaks insolently 
to her, her mouth shall be scoured with one 
quart of salt. 

From such beginnings, slavery would 
remain endemic in the Near East, and most 
famously in Egypt. But it became much 
the same elsewhere in place and time. 
Moving west to Greece and forward in 
time by a millennium, a migrating group 
of Dorians settled in lands already occu- 
pied by Achaeans. This was the genesis of 
the polis of Sparta, which became famous 
in the ancient world, as now, for its mar- 
tial glories and its thorough, despicable 
tyranny. 

That tyranny included not merely the 
subjugation of the native population, but 
the enslavement of them. These unfortu- 
nates were dubbed helots. Historian Jacob 
Burkhardt, recounting the history of Spar- 
ta in his History of Greek Culture, noted 
that the “rise of Sparta was especially hard 
on the peoples it subjugated. For them the 
only choices were enslavement, expul- 
sion, or extermination.” 

From that point forward, under Spartan 
tule, the helots became hereditary slaves. 
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“They could get married and have some 
family life,” recounted Burkhardt, “yet, 
to be bred to slavery was utter wretched- 
ness in the eyes of the Greek. The Spar- 
tiates permitted no traffic in slaves ... but 
toward these erstwhile fellow Hellenes 
they maintained a hard and steady rigor 
unmitigated by any kindly feelings such 
as Greeks elsewhere at times were wont to 
show toward slaves bought from Scythia 
and Asia.” 

Indeed, the helots were ritually beaten 
on an annual basis, and regularly humili- 
ated after having been forced to drink 
unadulterated wine to induce a state of 
drunkenness. And this was not yet the 
worst of the treatment handed out to the 
slaves of the Spartans. 

If a helot harbored any ambitions be- 
yond slavery, Burkhardt noted, “he was 
put to death and his master punished for 
not having kept the overweening fellow 
in place.” Moreover, the helot popula- 
tion was culled on a regular basis to keep 
their numbers in check. “And if they be- 
came too numerous,” Burkhardt wrote, 
“the masters unleashed against them the 
so-called crypteia, which meant going 
out at night and killing off as many as 
necessary.” 

It wasn’t just the Spartans of classical 
antiquity who subjugated and employed 
large numbers of slaves. Most famous of 
all for this practice were the Romans. In his 
Evolution of Civilizations, historian Carroll 
Quigley pointed to slavery as of central im- 
portance to the growth of the Roman state. 
“The instrument of expansion of Classical 
civilization was ... slavery,” Quigley ar- 
gued. “It remained an instrument so long 
as the slaveowners worked closely with 
their slaves, often in the fields themselves, 
as Cincinnatus was doing when appointed 
dictator [of Rome] because then the surplus 
from the slave labor which accumulated to 
the owner from his legal rights over his 
slaves could be used for some productive 
use, since the owner’s personal knowledge 
of the agricultural process permitted him 
to judge where such investment could best 
be made.” 

The slaves of Rome were manual la- 
borers, domestic servants, and even tu- 
tors, teachers, and accountants. They were 
nonetheless held and forced to labor for 
their masters, and against their own free 
will, and did not have the advantages, 
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such as they were, of Roman citizens. In- 
deed, they could be tortured and executed 
at will. Though they could be freed by 
their owners, and could and did work to 
save enough money to buy their freedom, 
the core fact of slavery remained, and 
slave revolts occurred periodically, most 
famously in the Third Servile War. Led 
by the slave and gladiator Spartacus, the 
revolt eventually drew more than 100,000 
slaves to the Thracian rebel’s banner. With 
this force, he and his lieutenants terrified 
Rome, and the Senate eventually called on 
Rome’s richest man, Marcus Crassus, to 
lead the legions against the upstarts. Ulti- 
mately, Pompey’s legions would be called 
into the effort as well, but Spartacus and 
his supporters ultimately succumbed to 
Crassus. In the end, 6,000 slaves captured 
by Crassus’ legions were crucified along 
the Appian Way in a terrifying display of 
Roman power and brutality. 


A Pervasive Evil 

The practice of slavery did not perish 
with the fall of Rome. Just as it was 
widespread in the cultures of the ancient 
Near East and throughout the period of 
Classical Antiquity, slavery remained a 
constant down to the time of the onset of 
the Atlantic slave trade. 


Vast human cargo: Beginning centuries before the Atlantic slave trade, and persisting for as 


After the rise of Islam, slavery remained 
as a legally recognized status under Is- 
lamic law, and slaves were employed in 
numerous capacities. Writing in his His- 
tory of the Arab Peoples, Albert Hourani 
noted: “The legal category of slavery 
included different social groups. From a 
time early in the ‘Abbasid period, the ca- 
liphs had recruited slaves coming from the 
Turkish peoples of Central Asia into their 
armies, and this practice continued. Mili- 
tary slaves and freedmen, drawn mainly 
from Central Asia and the Caucasus, and 
in the Maghreb and Andalusia from the 
lands of the Slavs, were the supporters of 
dynasties, and could be their founders; the 
Mamluks who ruled Egypt and Syria from 
1250 to 1517 were a self-perpetuating 
group of soldiers recruited and trained as 
slaves, converted to Islam and freed.” 

Other slaves toiled as agriculturalists 
after having been captured and transported 
against their will from East Africa. These 
Bantu-speaking slaves often labored under 
harsh conditions in sugar plantations in 
southern Iraq during the Abbasid period, 
and were employed in oases in the Sahara 
desert as well as along the upper Nile. 

It was this group that led the greatest 
slave revolt since Spartacus. Led by peren- 
nial malcontent and agitator Ali ibn Mu- 


much as a thousand years, the Arab slave trade, by some estimates, transported nearly five 
million people from their native homes and families to servitude in foreign lands. 
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hammad, who had attempted previous up- 
risings, the Zanj slaves rose against their 
oppressors in September 869 and persisted 
in their struggle for some 14 years. 

Outnumbered and outgunned by the 
forces of the Abbasid government, the 
Zanj under Ali ibn Muhammad were 
nonetheless able to engage, at least for 
a time, in a successful campaign of guer- 
rilla warfare. Ultimately, in 883 the rebels 
were under siege in their last stronghold 
of al-Mukhtarah, south of Basra. In Au- 
gust of that year, Ali ibn Muhammad and 
his lieutenants were either captured or 
killed and the Zanj uprising, which by all 
accounts had claimed large numbers of 
lives, was ended. 

Broadly, the Zanj uprising could be 
seen as part of the longest-lasting slave 
trade system, that being the trans-Saharan 
slave trade. 

Writing in the peer-reviewed journal 
BMC Evolutionary Biology, Nourdin Ha- 
rich and co-authors Marta Costa, Veronica 
Fernandez, Mostafa Kandinsky, Joana Pe- 


Sentenced to death: An early photograp 


captured the street view of a slave market in Atlanta, 


reira, Nuno Silva, and Luisa Pereira point 
out that the Arab slave trade across the 
Sahara reached near the same scale as the 
more infamous Atlantic slave trade, but 
persisted much, much longer. 

“Tt began in the middle of the seventh 
century (650 A.D.) and survives still today 
in Mauritania and Sudan, summing up 14 
centuries rather than four as for the At- 
lantic slave trade,” Harich and co-authors 
wrote in 2010. “Although estimates are 
very rough, figures are of 4,820,000 for 
the Saharan trade between 650 and 1600 
A.D., and, for comparison purposes, of 
2,400,000 for the Red Sea and the Indian 
Ocean trade between 800 and 1600 A.D.” 

These slaves were captured and trans- 
ported for a variety of purposes, according 
to Harich, et al.: 


Males were sought for a variety of 
functions: door-keepers, secretar- 
ies, militaries or eunuchs. Black 
soldiers were seen from Islamic 
Spain to Egypt, and in Morocco a 
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Georgia, in 1864. Though slavery persisted in the United States through the end of the War 
Between the States, under President Thomas Jefferson, the United States abolished the slave 


trade itself in 1808. 
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whole generation of black young 
boys were bought at the age of 10 or 
11 and trained to become its army. 
However, the bulk of the trade was 
in females, as domestic servants, 
entertainers and/or concubines: two 
females for every male overall, in 
contrast to the ratio of two males for 
every female overall in the Atlantic 
trade [15]. Some harems could be 
enormous, reaching even the ex- 
travagating number of 14,000 con- 
cubines. Young female slaves were 
instructed in household crafts and 
were then provided with resources 
to buy a home and get married. 


This is evil on an unimaginable, indus- 
trial scale. As such, it had a corrosively 
self-reinforcing impact on the people and 
societies involved, powered by greed and 
avarice. Thus we find the intrepid Scot- 
tish explorer Mungo Park engaged in an 
exploratory investigation of West Africa in 
the 18th century encountering “‘slatees” — 
the native slave traders involved in trans- 
porting captives from the interior regions 
of the continent to slave markets. 

The slatees, Mungo Park found, were 
freeman merchants and traders, engaged 
in carrying goods from the interior of West 
Africa to the coasts and back. But their 
trade was not confined just to goods, but 
most perniciously included slaves. 

These, Park recounted in his Life and 
Travels, were “nearly in the proportion of 
three to one to the freemen.” Moreover, as 
Park found firsthand during his travels in 
West Africa, a large number of the “inhab- 
itants of Africa have continued from the 
most early period of their history” in the 
state of slavery. Others, as always dating 
back to the earliest slavery regimes of the 
ancient Near East, were captured in battle 
or otherwise kidnapped. In total, this was 
the source of supply for the Saharan, At- 
lantic, and Indian Ocean slave trades. The 
pre-existing presence of this system and 
the riches available to native traders en- 
gaged in supplying the external demand 
for slaves were strong inducements to en- 
gage in the evil business. 

Mungo Park recounted the details of the 
system within West Africa: 


There are, indeed, regular markets, 
where slaves ... are bought and sold; 
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1862 after traveling to a Union-occupied area of South Carolina. Not yet free, but no longer slaves 
either, the field workers of Edisto Island were found by Moore planting sweet potatoes. 


and the value of a slave, in the eye 
of an African purchaser, increases in 
proportion to his distance from his 
native kingdom; for when slaves are 
only a few days’ journey from the 
place of their nativity, they frequent- 
ly effect their escape; but when one 
or more kingdoms intervene, escape 
being more difficult, they are more 
readily reconciled to their situation. 
On this account, the unhappy slave 
is frequently transferred from one 
dealer to another, until he has lost all 
hopes of returning to his native king- 
dom. The slaves which are purchased 
by the Europeans on the Coast are 
chiefly of this description; a few of 
them are collected in the petty wars, 
hereafter to be described, which take 
place near the Coast; but by far the 
greater number are brought down in 
large caravans from the inland coun- 
tries, of which many are unknown, 
even by name, to the Europeans. 


America — A Dream of Freedom 

The foregoing is but the most cursory 
overview of the genesis, growth, and ex- 
tent of an evil that is nearly coterminous 
with the very inception of human civiliza- 
tion. In all ages and all times down to the 
very present this scourge has been with us. 
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Across all those many centuries, it is only 
with the dawn of the doctrines of classical 
liberalism and the concrete foundation of 
the American Republic that was its signal 
achievement that we see the first true in- 
strument of human civilization aimed at 
the destruction of all forms of tyranny, 
slavery included. 

Slavery came to the Americas before 
the Republic came into existence, and it 
was promulgated by the British crown, 
not by American colonists. This point 
was made by historian Holly Brewer in an 
interview with Carolina Journal in 2009. 
Brewer pointed out in that interview “that 
it’s under the Stuarts — Charles II and 
James II, kings of England — that slav- 
ery first begins to be introduced in the 
empire.” 

As Brewer points out, the Stuarts and 
their ilk believed in a natural social order, 
not in natural rights and liberties. Thus, 
slaves should accept their place in the 
order, as should each class. 

Working against this were early classi- 
cal liberals, most noteworthy among them 
being John Locke. 

Lately, Locke has been attacked as a 
hypocrite for having connections of his 
own to slave owners. But as Brewer points 
out, Locke actively worked against slav- 
ery by promulgating classical liberal ideas 


that opposed the strict hierarchies of the 
Stuart monarchical system. 

“When he was in a position of real 
power, he did everything he could to 
change the course of empire,” Brewer 
said of Locke. “This is after the Glori- 
ous Revolution, the Stuarts have been 
displaced, and with them their ideas. And 
instead, there is much more emphasis on 
government based on the consent of the 
governed, on the principle that all men are 
born equal at least — even if they’re not 
perfectly equal, but at least they should be 
equal under the law — and Locke really 
tries to implement those ideas in the em- 
pire and to undercut slavery.” 

Locke was followed in this effort by the 
American Founders. Like Locke, they too 
have been roundly criticized for their own 
connections to slavery. While demanding 
freedom and independence for the Ameri- 
can colonies, Washington, Jefferson, and 
others owned their own slaves. 

They recognized this paradox them- 
selves. Stuck with the system of slavery 
that had been imposed on the colonies, 
they nonetheless set about creating the 
first constitutional political order that 
would make it possible to finally put an 
end, first to the slave trade, and then to 
slavery itself. 

Their attitude was exemplified by slave 
owner and fervent partisan of freedom 
Patrick Henry. The great Virginian ora- 
tor was a slave owner who recognized the 
need to end slavery, which, he said, is “a 
principle as repugnant to humanity as it 
is inconsistent with the Bible and destruc- 
tive to liberty.” Lamenting that he owned 
slaves himself, he continued: 


Would any one believe that I am 
master of slaves by my own pur- 
chase? I am drawn along by the gen- 
eral inconvenience of living without 
them. I will not — I cannot justify it, 
however culpable my conduct. I will 
so far pay my devoir to Virtue, as to 
own the excellence and rectitude of 
her precepts, and to lament my want 
of conformity to them. I believe a 
time will come when an opportunity 
will be afforded to abolish this lam- 
entable evil. 


Those words were written in 1773, three 
years before the Declaration of Indepen- 
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HISTORY. 


Historian Jacob Burkhardt, recounting the history of Sparta in 
his History of Greek Culture, noted that the “rise of Sparta was 
especially hard on the peoples it subjugated. For them the only choices 


were enslavement, expulsion, of extermination.” 


dence would set in motion the conditions 
that would lead to the eventual end of the 
slave trade. 

The author of that document, Thomas 
Jefferson, would, as president, sign into 
law legislation that he had promoted in 
the form of the Act Prohibiting the Im- 
portation of Slaves of 1807, which took 
effect in 1808 and prevented the legal im- 
portation of slaves into the United States 
This, though, was often of little import at 
state and local levels. In New York City 
and elsewhere, trade in slaves was kept 
alive and even was boosted by the anti- 
slavery federal legislation. The end of 
the slave trade from Africa in 1808 and 
the spread of cotton cultivation led to a 
rapid rise in the price of slaves, noted 
Eric Foner in his book Gateway to Free- 
dom. In the 1820s, a gang known as the 
Blackbirders operated in the Five Points, 
seizing both fugitives and free blacks liv- 
ing there. Freedom's Journal regularly 
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complained about the facts of kidnap- 
ping, not less cruel than those committed 
on the Coast of Africa, that took place in 
New York City. 

It is the greatest achievement of the 
United States that, enabled by the vision 
of its Founders, the Republic was able, 
through much strife and bloodshed, to 
eventually end slavery. 

It is not easy to end a diabolical prac- 
tice that has persisted since the dawn of 
civilization and reached its greatest extent 
in only the most recent centuries. But the 
founding principles of liberty that support 
the entire edifice of the American idea and 
that are given voice in the Declaration of 
Independence are a strong inoculation 
against tyranny. 

On this point, the great abolitionist and 
former slave Frederic Douglass rested his 
hopes. In his tremendous Fourth of July 
oration, “The Meaning of July Fourth for 
the Negro,” given in Rochester, New York, 
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Beginning of its end: Despite some so-called Christians attempting to use the Bible to condone 
slavery, Christianity has historically been opposed to the institution. As early as 873 A.D. Pope John 
Vill called slavery a “great sin,” in 1537 Pope Paul III promised excommunication for those who 
enslave others, and Pope Gregory XVI banned Catholic participation in the slave trade in 1839. 
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in 1852, he lauded those principles as a 
corrective for the evil of slavery that was 
as of yet still present. 

“T have said that the Declaration of In- 
dependence is the ring bolt to the chain of 
your nation’s destiny; so, indeed, I regard 
it,’ Douglass said. “The principles con- 
tained in that instrument are saving prin- 
ciples. Stand by those principles, be true to 
them on all occasions, in all places, against 
all foes, and at whatever cost.” 

By using these principles, and calling 
attention to them, Douglass juxtaposed 
what the Founding Fathers had created 
against the reality of the American slavers 
and exhorted his audiences to bring the re- 
ality of the country at last into alignment 
with its founding principles. 

In the Constitution, Douglass argued, 
“there is neither warrant, license, nor sanc- 
tion for the hateful thing [slavery]; but in- 
terpreted, as it ought to be interpreted, the 
Constitution is a glorious liberty document. 
Read its preamble, consider its purposes. Is 
slavery among them? Is it at the gate way? 
Or is it in the temple? It is neither.” 

Ultimately, Douglass echoed the senti- 
ments of Patrick Henry. “Allow me to say, 
in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark pic- 
ture I have this day presented, of the state of 
the nation, I do not despair of this country. 
There are forces in operation which must 
inevitably work the downfall of slavery.” 

Those forces against tyranny remain in 
operation today, hence the reason so many 
demagogues, like the slavers of Douglass’ 
day, would seek to obscure and even ob- 
struct or overthrow the Constitution and 
the principles of the Declaration. 

Those who criticize America today for 
its supposed singular guilt for slavery 
are among those who would damage or 
destroy those very principles that under- 
girded the hopes and dreams Douglass 
expressed in his Fourth of July oration. 

With a more thorough view of the histo- 
ry of the deplorable tyrannies of the past, 
including slavery, and the unique position 
the American Republic holds as the singu- 
lar impediment to new tyrannies only now 
imagined in the minds of ambitious des- 
pots, we can join with Douglass across the 
past century and hang fast our hopes on 
the sturdy bulwark of the American ideas 
of freedom and independence. 

The future of liberty, “for ourselves and 
our posterity,” demands it. Hl 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Dog Bites Man, 
Man Shoots Dog 


CBS Boston reported on October 21 about 
a terrifying incident in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, that involved a pair of aggres- 
sive pit bulls. Richard D’ Amour was out 
walking his five-year-old lab mix named 
Molly when he observed two loose pit 
bulls running down the street. D’ Amour 
tured and began running with Molly back 
toward his house, but the pit bulls began 
chasing them. A man who was driving 
nearby saw what was going on and turned 
his vehicle into the path of the dogs in 
an attempt to divert them. This bought 
D’Amour enough time to get to his rear 
porch, but before he could enter his house, 
one of the pit bulls lunged at Molly and 
clamped down on her neck. D’Amour 
tried to get the pit bull off his dog, but the 
animal would not stop its attack. 

D’Amotr is a licensed pistol owner, and 
he was carrying his gun on him that day. 
He pulled out his firearm and fired it into 
the pit bull’s upper torso, fatally wounding 
the animal. D’ Amour suffered some bites 
during the struggle, and Molly is healing 
from serious wounds. 

D’Amour told CBS that the pit bull 
“wouldn’t let go and I thank God the other 
guy who stopped me, he came and helped 
me, we tried to separate the two dogs and 
we just couldn’t and this guy’s a big guy 
he was punching the living hell out of the 
pit bull and it wouldn’t let go so then I 
pulled my weapon out and I shot the dog.” 

“Tt’s an unfortunate incident but thank 
God I was carrying,” D’Amour told CBS. 
He said the owner of the pit bulls ex- 
pressed regret about what happened and 
admitted that D’Amour’s actions were 
justified. Authorities are still investigat- 
ing but, at this point, no charges are ex- 
pected to be filed. 


City of Good Neighbors 


The NBC affiliate in Greenville County, 
South Carolina, reported on October 20 
about a neighbor who truly exemplified 
the type of behavior you would want in a 
person who lives next to you. The Green- 
ville County Sheriff’s Office investigators 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
© i 


said that on October 12, three thugs went 
to a house and held the homeowner at gun- 
point, demanding money. Fortunately for 
the homeowner, his neighbor witnessed 
the crime unfolding, retrieved his own 
firearm, and intervened. The neighbor shot 
one of the three men at least once. The 
wounded suspect later was pronounced 
dead at a nearby hospital by the Greenville 
County coroner. The deceased suspect’s 
accomplices are both being charged with 
first-degree burglary, attempted armed 
robbery, possession of a weapon during 
a violent crime, criminal conspiracy, and 
kidnapping, according to the Greenville 
County Sheriff’s Office. 


Off-duty Cop 
Shoots Burglar 


The Baltimore Sun reported on October 20 
about a crime that involved an armed in- 
truder being killed with his own weapon. 
The incident unfolded when the suspect 
decided to break in to a home with the 
intention of burglarizing it. Unbeknownst 
to the suspect, his would-be victim was 
actually an off-duty Baltimore police of- 
ficer. The homeowner was awakened by 
the noise of the break-in and confronted 
the intruder shortly after the man entered 
the officer’s house. The off-duty cop 
was able to wrest the suspect’s gun from 
him and fire at the suspect. Authorities 
were soon called to the scene, and they 
took the injured suspect for treatment at 
a nearby medical facility, where he was 
pronounced dead. 

Police have come under increased scru- 
tiny whenever they are involved in shoot- 
ings that result in the death of a suspect, 
and have started wearing body cameras. 
There have been four such shootings so 
far this year in Baltimore, and all of them 
have been recorded on body cameras. This 
shooting by the off-duty officer was not 
captured on video, owing to the circum- 
stances. Police spokesman Jarrod Jackson 
told the Baltimore Sun, “What makes this 
investigation different from other police- 
involved shootings is that the police of- 
ficer in this incident was the victim of a 
burglary.” “He wasn’t working. He didn’t 


have his body-worn camera on. He wasn’t 
responding to a call for service.” The in- 
vestigation is still ongoing, but police be- 
lieve the officer’s actions were justified. 


Actress Gets Heat 
for Photo With Gun 


An article at Bearing Arms reported on 
October 26 about an actress who gained 
a lot of attention after posting a picture on 
Instagram. NCIS star Maria Bello posted 
a photo on Instagram of her posing with 
an AR-15. Many fans reacted positively 
to the photo, but some expressed anger, 
especially in the wake of the recent Las 
Vegas shooting. One fan wrote that the 
image was “shameful” and that, after the 
mass shooting in Vegas, the photo was 
in poor taste. “Always been a fan, but 
glamorizing assault weapons after Vegas 
is clumsy at best, callous at worst. One 
less fan. Good luck with ‘NCIS.’” wrote 
the fan. But the positive comments so 
outnumbered the negative ones that the 
article’s author, Tom Knighton, com- 
mented: “While Bello did get a backlash, 
the Second Amendment community has 
stepped up and offered her a lot of sup- 
port. In fact, it’s now almost impossible 
to find the negative comments amid the 
sea of support from the 2A crowd.” 


Man Dressed as 


Woman Burglarizes Home 


KSLA.com reported out of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, on September 24 about a sus- 
pect who decided to “dress up” before 
committing a crime. Authorities report 
that a Shreveport man was dressed up like 
a woman when he allegedly tried breaking 
in to a house. The homeowner was home 
at the time, and confronted the suspect in 
the act before opening fire on him. The 
homeowner shot the burglar in the chest 
one time, which resulted in the injured 
suspect being taken to a nearby medical 
facility. Authorities plan to charge the 
suspect with one count of simple burglary 
when he is released from the hospital. Hl 
— PATRICK KREY 
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Officials Try 
Deregulation; Peeved 
Tree-huggers Bark Back 


ITEM: The New York Times reported on 
October 9 that the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency had just announced “that 
Scott Pruitt, the chief of the agency, had 
signed a measure to repeal President 
Barack Obamas signature policy to curb 
greenhouse gas emissions from power 
plants, setting up a bitter fight over the 
future of America’ efforts to tackle glob- 
al warming.” 

Item: In an article about how the Trump 
administration is trying to undo many 
regulations and executive actions handed 
down by the Obama administration, the 
Washington Post said on October 14 that 
President Trump “is increasingly using 
his executive powers in a risky bid to gain 
leverage with lawmakers on an array of 
unfulfilled campaign promises.” 

The paper cited, among other oppo- 
nents of the president, the Democratic 
governor of Connecticut, Dannel Malloy. 
As the Post put it: “Malloy argued that 
Trump seemed motivated more by undo- 
ing Obamas legacy than by advancing 
any coherent policy aims of his own. ‘Tf he 
had followed Lincoln, he’d have tried to 
reinstate slavery, said Malloy, who chairs 
the Democratic Governors Association. ” 
Item: The Sierra Club, in an article on 
October 18 entitled “Scott Pruitt and the 
Myth of ‘Sue and Settle,’” blasted Trump s 
Environmental Protection Agency admin- 
istrator. “This week,” said the eco-activist 
group, “Scott Pruitt and his polluter cro- 
nies are aggressively perpetrating the 
lie they call ‘sue and settle’ as a way of 
refusing to enforce our nations critical 
environmental laws. On Monday, Pruitt 
announced that the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency would avoid settling lawsuits 
with public interest groups and instead 
would lean toward fighting cases in court. 
But dont be fooled: This is a phony rem- 
edy in search of a problem to solve.” 
ITEM: The “Fact Checker” of the Wash- 
ington Post on October 12 examined 
President Trump ’s comments about how 
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Using a pen to erase: President Donald Trump signs an executive order to review the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. The act, purported to be a safeguard for consumers 
against too-big-to-fail financial entities, mainly put huge compliance costs on small banks. 


successful he had been in cutting regu- 
lations. 

The checker did his best to throw cold 

water on the claim, but couldnt quite 
bring himself to call this a lie deserving 
of the column’s “Pinocchio” label. The 
Post columnist did, with rather bad grace, 
conclude: “Trump may have grounds to 
brag, but his claim cannot be easily veri- 
fied. There is no reliable metric on which 
to judge his claim — or to compare him to 
previous presidents. Something is clearly 
happening on the regulatory front, as dem- 
onstrated by the number of withdrawn 
rules. But it’s too soon to evaluate Trump & 
record — or for the president to make such 
sweeping claims.” 
CORRECTION: Honest observers generally 
can fit their conclusions to newly acquired 
facts. Alternatively, there are, among oth- 
ers, the Washington Post, New York Times, 
and Sierra Club. They try to alter the truth 
until it can be shoehorned into their pre- 
conceived notions. 

There are few sentient beings who do 
not recognize that the United States is 
awash with expensive, unnecessary, often 
contradictory, and generally burdensome 
regulations. Some “progressives” might 
even — very quietly and under duress — 
admit that many federal edicts are con- 


stitutionally suspect. However, when the 
current administration started to cut us out 
of this noxious regulatory undergrowth, its 
foes were loath to admit that this action 
could be a welcome relief. 

A recent issue of the Economist — a 
London-based magazine (self-identified as 
a “newspaper’”) with a reputation of being 
influential among the intelligentsia — eval- 
uated the White House’s progress on dereg- 
ulation. The supposed cost-benefit analysis 
was itself revealing. Each begrudgingly 
delivered positive comment was accompa- 
nied by caveats, warnings, half-truths, and 
reservations — lest, one gathers, that the 
breakdown be branded as “Trumpist.” 

“This newspaper,” went the heavily mea- 
sured piece, “laments Republicans’ shame- 
ful denial of scientific facts, and despairs 
at the unwillingness of Congress to act to 
address climate change. Yet the argument 
that Mr. Obama stretched the boundaries of 
his legal authority has merit.” 

That’s bully to say since the article had 
already found itself forced to admit that in 
recent decades “excessive rulemaking has 
been obvious,” to the point that “wonks 
of many stripes” agree that this growth 
is excessive and “the rule book must be 
shortened.” The language is full of such 
“yes, but” commentary. 
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CORRECTION 
Fu 


We are also instructed that the proper 
roles of regulators are, among others, “to 
identify and correct market failures.” And, 
lest we miss it, we are told about a poten- 
tial “danger,” namely, that the “real goal” 
of the administration might be “to gov- 
ern in the name of business.” The White 
House is said to be “focused on reducing 
costs to companies; wider benefits barely 
seem to enter its thinking.” 

Never mind that Americans benefit when 
the American economy does well. And 
businesses tend to do better when they are 
not being harassed by federal bureaucrats. 

Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
has summarized how the deregulatory ef- 
fort has been going. He noted this past 
summer that since the start of President 
Trump’s term, he and congressional leaders 


had revoked 14 job-killing federal 
regulations through the Congression- 
al Review Act. This includes 1,114 
pages of needlessly expensive labor 
rules, arduous environmental regu- 
lations, destructive financial guide- 
lines, and other economy-hampering 
bureaucratic decrees. 

Research by the American Action 
Forum based on impact analysis cre- 
ated by federal agencies shows that 
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Circumventing Congress: To avoid having to get Congress to pass new environmental rules, 


repealing these regulations “will save 
$3.7 billion in total regulatory costs 
($1.1 billion annually) and eliminate 
4.2 million hours of paperwork.” 
Non-government estimates suggest 
cutting these harmful rules will save 
more than $36.2 billion, according to 
the AAF. 


Writing in July in the Wall Street Jour- 
nal, Greg Ip was able to find some met- 
rics to use to summarize the ongoing 
efforts, noting that in Trump’s first six 
months, “rule-making has changed dra- 
matically.” The latest update on regula- 
tory actions had just been released by the 
White House Office of Management and 
Budget. It contained, said the columnist, 
“1,731 preliminary, proposed or final 
rules, down 40% from its peak under Mr. 
Obama in 2011 and a 17-year low, ac- 
cording to Sofie Miller of George Wash- 
ington University’s Regulatory Studies 
Center. Many actions taken under Mr. 
Trump are actually reversals of earlier 
tules. Ms. Miller says of 66 completed 
actions at the Environmental Protection 
Agency, a third were rule withdrawals.” 

There are plenty of targets to cut. Many 
have been itemized by Clyde Wayne 
Crews, Jr., who specializes in this area for 
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the EPA invited environmental groups to sue it to fix environmental “problems.” The Obama 
administration would give in without a fight and “accept” new regulations as a “consequence.” 
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the Washington, D.C.-based Competitive 
Enterprise Institute. His annual “Ten Thou- 
sand Commandments” about the imperious 
nature of federal regulations is must read- 
ing. In a recent article, Crews observed: 


Bureaucracy, rather than interaction 
with elected representatives, domi- 
nates the relationship of the individ- 
ual to the government. The number 
of rules promulgated by executive 
branch agencies far outstrips the 
number of laws passed by Congress. 
During calendar year 2016, Congress 
enacted 214 laws, while agencies is- 
sued 3,853 rules. That means agencies 
issued 18 rules for every law passed 
by Congress. The average annual ratio 
over the past decade has been 27. 


In early October, Crews hailed the presi- 
dent’s focus on tax reform and cutting red 
tape, calling it good news for consumers, 
businesses, and the economy. As the free 
market analyst pointed out, in “recent years, 
I’ve estimated the baseline for the U.S. 
federal regulatory burden has amounted to 
nearly $2 trillion annually. This amounts to 
a hidden tax of nearly $15,000 per house- 
hold in a given year.” Among his numerous 
examples, Crews pointed to Trump’s “sig- 
nificant” proposed rules, noting that they 
were “drastically below any predecessor. 
They are down 77 percent compared to 
Obama. Trump: 65, Obama: 290.” 

And, no, in none of those actions — de- 
spite the bizarre rant (see above) of the 
governor of Connecticut — has Trump 
tried to reinstate slavery. 

Federal agencies have been making 
headway in deregulatory efforts. The 
EPA’s “sue and settle” action (cited above) 
is a prime example, with Administrator 
Pruitt issuing a directive ending that prac- 
tice within the agency. The U.S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce — characterized by the 
souls at the Sierra Club as the “pollution- 
backed” chamber — has summed up the 
practice as follows: 


“Sue and Settle” refers to when a 


federal agency agrees to a settlement 
agreement, in a lawsuit from special 
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interest groups, to create priorities 
and rules outside of the normal rule- 
making process. The agency inten- 
tionally relinquishes statutory discre- 
tion by committing to timelines and 
priorities that often realign agency 
duties. These settlement agreements 
are negotiated behind closed doors 
with no participation from the public 
or affected parties. As an example, 
between 2009 and 2012, EPA chose 
not to defend itself in over 60 law- 
suits from special interest advocacy 
groups. These cases resulted in settle- 
ment agreements and EPA publishing 
more than 100 new regulations — in- 
cluding the Clean Power Plan. 


Gosh, that sounds like the curbing of eco- 
extortion! How unfair to the extortionists 
— who have often been paid back by fed- 
eral taxpayers for making their lawsuits. 
The Wall Street Journal has well de- 
scribed what had been happening prior 
to Administrator Pruitt. For years, as the 
editors of the Journal commented, “green 
activists have used sue and settle to im- 
pose policies they can’t get through Con- 
gress. Their allies in the EPA would invite 
lawsuits, then settle with the greens by 
agreeing to implement some or all of their 
policies in consent decrees. When citizens 
or business complained, EPA would claim 
its hands were tied by the settlement.” 
Overall, noted the Journal, 


the Obama EPA imposed a record- 
breaking 55 federal implementation 
plans under the Clean Air Act. And 
since 2009 EPA agreements with li- 
tigious environmental groups have 
resulted in no fewer than 137 new 
Clean Air Act regulations. The costs 
of several of these rules run well into 
the billions, including some of the 
most expensive ever written.... 

Too often, bureaucrats and greens 
have been the sole parties involved in 
sue-and-settle negotiations. That has 
meant no dissenting perspectives and 
no representation for voters and con- 
sumers who pay for heavy-handed 
federal regulation.... 
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government politico Senator Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), is removing some regulatory hurdles 
under the Trump administration. 


Environmental groups will also no 
longer be considered the “prevailing 
party” when litigation does end in set- 
tlement. This is an immediate victory 
for taxpayers, given that green activists 
have used their prevailing party status 
to get the EPA to reimburse them for 
millions of dollars in legal fees. 


The EPA, especially in the Obama years, 
was not alone in tying up the nation in 
red tape. But there have been encourag- 
ing steps in several agencies. The Wash- 
ington Examiner not too long ago high- 
lighted some of the actions, pointing to, 
among others, Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke, for reining in restrictive land- 
use policies; Transportation Secretary 
Elaine Chao, for streamlining permitting 
processes for infrastructure projects; Of- 
fice of Management and Budget Director 
Mick Mulvaney, for modernizing govern- 
ment services; and Federal Communica- 
tions Commission Chairman Ajit Pai, for 
fighting against the Obama administra- 
tion’s attempts to regulate the Internet as 
a telecommunications service. 

The diktats and their profusion boggle 
the mind. This is not just an annoyance. 
These directives from the central govern- 
ment take a significant toll on the economy 
— and our liberty. The after-effects of the 
Obama administration will not disappear 


soon. Last year, as regulatory specialist 
Diane Katz wrote, about 40 percent of the 
“major” rules (21 of 54) promulgated by 
the Obama administration during its last 
year were finalized after the November 8 
election. Think of these as land mines left 
to the opposition party to follow. As Katz 
observed: 


These “midnight” regulations includ- 
ed some of the costliest rules of the 
year, including the EPA’s renewable 
fuel standard ($1.1 billion) and the 
Department of Energy’s energy con- 
servation standards for air condition- 
ers and heat pumps ($741 million). 

On the day Trump took office, his 
administration inherited 1,985 regu- 
lations in the rule-making pipeline — 
966 in the proposed stage and 1,019 
in the final stage. 


And then, when the new president and sev- 
eral of his agency heads, including the new 
EPA administrator, tried to institute a degree 
of common sense, the vested special inter- 
ests and their media mouthpieces lashed 
back at them and their “polluter cronies.” 
Legal action has been threatened. These 
eco-activists are nothing but flexible: They 
can file a lawsuit with one hand and hug a 
tree with the other. Hl 
— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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BY WILLIAM F. JASPER 


The Need for God 


“Laws watch over known 
crimes, religion over secret 

crimes.” 
— Francois-Marie Arouet, 
better known by his pen 
name, Voltaire 


T hroughout his long, 
dissolute life (1694- 
1778), Voltaire con- 
sidered himself the impla- 
cable enemy of God and 
religion. For decades, he 
ended all his letters to his 
atheist confreres with the 
blasphemous expression, 
“Ecrasons nous l|’infame” 
(“Let us crush the wretch!’’). 
The “wretch” to whom he 
referred with such derision and hatred is Jesus Christ and his 
church. Voltaire devoted his considerable talents — as a novel- 
ist, satirist, philosopher, bon vivant, and salon celebrity — to 
destroying Christianity and all its pernicious influences (as per- 
ceived by Voltaire’s warped mind). 

In his later years, this apostle of revolution modified his views 
of religion. As a wealthy aristocrat living in his country mansion 
in the village of Ferney, Voltaire realized the pragmatic value of 
Christianity in protecting himself against the natural criminality 
of man. In his essay The Sage and the Atheist, Voltaire acknowl- 
edged that some citizens are peaceable and quiet by nature or are 
regulated by honor so that they will not victimize their neigh- 
bors. However, he averred, “the poor and needy atheist, sure of 
impunity, would be a fool if he did not assassinate or steal to get 
money. Then would all the bonds of society be sundered. All se- 
cret crimes would inundate the world, and, like locusts, though 
at first imperceptible, would overspread the earth.... Faith, then, 
in a God who rewards good actions, punishes the bad, and for- 
gives lesser faults, is most useful to mankind.” 

“To those philosophers who in their writings deny a hell,” 
he continued, “I will say: ‘Gentlemen, we do not pass our days 
with Cicero, Atticus, Marcus Aurelius, Epictetus.... In a word, 
gentlemen, all men are not philosophers. We are obliged to hold 
intercourse and transact business and mix up in life with knaves 
possessing little or no reflection, with a vast number of persons 
addicted to brutality, intoxication, and rapine. You may, if you 
please, preach to them that the soul of man is mortal. As for 
myself, I shall be sure to thunder in their ears that if they rob me 
they will inevitably be damned.’” 

Voltaire’s newfound religiosity was scorned by his erstwhile 
philosophe comrades, who (probably correctly) saw in it expe- 
dience rather than conviction. Historians Will and Ariel Durant 
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seemed to share this view of the infamous atheist’s “conversion.” 


44 


‘. 


“He sent his servants to church 
regularly, and paid to have 
their children taught the cate- 
chism,” they wrote, while add- 
ing, “Much of this piety may 
have been designed to give his 
villagers a good example, to 
encourage them in beliefs that 
might lessen their crimes and 
safeguard his property.” 

Voltaire died before the 
bloody apocalypse known 
as the French Revolution — 
which he had been so instru- 
mental in fomenting — broke 
upon his tragic country with 
such calamitous results. His 
atheist disciples, however, 
soon learned that the monster 
they unleashed did indeed inundate the world with crimes, and 
devoured the revolutionists as well. Defenseless against the ab- 
solute power of the Divine State — wielded with demonic fury 
by fellow atheists and anti-Christian deists — the revolutionists 
battled for control and pitilessly slaughtered each other. Robes- 
pierre promised that his “Republic of Virtue” would inaugurate 
the “peaceful enjoyment of liberty and equality,” along with 
“the reign of that eternal justice whose laws are engraved ... in 
the hearts of all men.” We know, of course, that it inaugurated 
instead the Reign of Terror, with rivers of blood (including, 
eventually, Robespierre’s) flowing from “Madame Guillotine.” 

Juan Donoso Cortes, the great 19th-century Spanish author, 
political theorist, and diplomat, observed, “There are only two 
possible forms of control: one internal and the other external; 
religious control and political control. They are of such a nature 
that when the religious barometer rises, the barometer of [po- 
litical] control falls and likewise, when the religious barometer 
falls, the political barometer, that is political control and tyranny, 
rises. That is a law of humanity, a law of history.” 

American patriot Patrick Henry recognized this “law of his- 
tory” when he declared, “Bad men cannot make good citizens. 
It is impossible that a nation of infidels or idolaters should be a 
nation of free men. It is when a people forget God, that tyrants 
forge their chains.” 

Mandatory “sensitivity training” and indoctrination in po- 
litical correctness cannot replace religion in inculcating in our 
young the internal control and virtues necessary for freedom. 
Nor can passing more laws and throwing more people in prison 
save us from a rising tide of vice and criminality. If we hope to 
preserve and restore genuine liberty, we must turn our hearts and 
minds to God, the author of liberty. And we must oppose and 
expose the rampant anti-Christian propaganda that is flooding 
our society for the vicious and toxic poison that it is. 
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TNA Travel Mug 


This travel mug is a great conversation starter and a stylish way to drink your coffee. Stainless steel interior. (1/$15.95ea; 2-4/$14.95ea; 5-9/$ 


10+/$10.95ea) MUGTTNA 


_ For the Love of Country 

Listen to history come alive with this five-CD series, a collection of 
Revolutionary War stories including “Tales of American Heroism; “The 
Fringe War, “Patriots & Countrymen; “Struggle for the South” and “The 
Revolutionary Women,’ (2007, 303 total minutes, $39.95 per set, $9.95 
per individual CD) cpsFic 


Webster 1828 American Dictionary 

of the English Language 

Noah Webster’s 1828 dictionary is a national treasure and a primary- 
source tool for daily study. The dictionary defines words according to 
their meaning during the founding generation, making it a prerequi- 
site to understanding America’s founding documents. (1-4/$69.95ea; 
5+/$65.95ea) BKD1828 


JBS and TNA Royal Twist Nickel Pens 

Help promote the organization and the news magazine by purchasing 
these in bulk and distributing them to like-minded Americans. Made 
in the USA! (1/$1.95ea; 2-4/$1.25ea; 5+/$1.00ea) JBS: PENJBS14; TNA: 
PENTNA14 


JBS Eagle Lapel Pin 

Start a conversation by wearing this pin to aid in your recruiting 
efforts. Also a great product for chapter leaders to use as a welcome 
gift to new members. Made in the USA! (2014)(1/$4.95ea; 2-4/$3.95ea; 
5-9/$3.00ea; 10+/$2.50ea) JPINJBSE 


We the People Lapel Pin 

Make your allegiance known by wearing this pin on your suit jacket, 
tie, vest, or hat. Makes for a great inexpensive giveaway during outreach 
activities. Made in the USA! (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+-/$5.95ea) JPINWTP 
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TNA Ceramic Mug x 
This stable, attractive mug with the official TNA logo, slogan, and. 
Internet address is a great way to advertise THE NEW AMERICAN maga= \, 
zine to your associates at the office and your family and friends at 
home. ($11.95) MUGTNA 


2018 JBS Calendar 

Plan your activism activities with this new JBS monthly calendar. It 
includes available start and end dates for state legislatures and valuable 
coupon codes exclusive to calendar buyers for ShopJBS.org! Made in the 
USA! (2017, 1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.00ea) CALJBS18 


SYLP Travel Mug 

Spread the word and show your support for the SYLP campaign with 
this travel mug. Stainless steel interior. (1/$15.95ea; 2-4/$14.95ea; 
5-9/$12.95ea310+/$10.95ea) MUGTSYLP 


TNA 30th Anniversary Oval Bumper Sticker 

Show your support and pride for THE NEw AMERICAN with this eye-catching 
bumper sticker. Great as a gift or give-away at events! Made in the USA! 
(1-9/$1.25ea; 10-24/$1.00ea; 25+/$.075ea) BSTNA30 


Historical Prints (Set of Six) 

Includes three documents (Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights, and 
Constitution) and two paintings, plus a “free” Call to Arms print. ($39.95ea) 
HISPRINTS 


iz=™ Go to ShopJBS.org 
to order these and 


other gift ideas! 


Order Online 
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VISIT Amazon.com to purchase your e-books! 


Search “The John Birch Society” in the Kindle Store. 


